2021 10-20 Testimony, Planning Commission Public Hearing, SMP Update

Anne Van Sweringen, NE Olympia, representing 5 Thurston environmental nonprofits (Black
Hills Audubon Society, Sierra Club, League of Women Voters, Thurston Climate Action Team,
Thurston Environmental Voters).

Please read the comments I have submitted. I want to thank Commissioners and County staff for

your good work on the current draft of the SMP Update. I have a few last points:

We support management designed to achieve rno net loss of shoreline ecolo gical functions, that
follows the SMP guidelines (WAC 173-26). The update should require more of an evaluation of
no net loss. To achieve no net loss using mitigation, the county must: Stand firm on avoiding and

minimizing impacts, and ensure developers provide full compensatory mitigation.

The success of the SMP will depend on how the county improves mitigation in the permitting
process to achieve no net loss. How will cumulative impacts be determined using descriptive
methods? A more quantitative assessment method of baseline conditions, more robust

monitoring, and adaptive management is necessary.

Buffer widths must be maximized to account for climate change, sea level rise, and flooding. A
net gain in buffer width means a net gain in ecological functions for water quality and quantity,

habitat, and amelioration of climate change.

We would like to see the county develop regulations that severely limit or restrict the expansion
of industrial geoduck aquaculture. Geoduck farms reduce foraging and feeding opportunities for
birds during breeding and migration. Create development standards for all shellfish aquaculture;
and include: 1) avoiding plastics and micro-plastics, which cause starvation in birds and marine
life; 2) minimizing predator control netting to reduce the risk of birds being trapped; and 3)
avoiding estuaries until aquaculture as a disturbance can be understood in the estuarine

landscape.

Lastly, the SMP Guidelines state the county has an obligation to assure that no net loss of

ecological functions is achieved within the SMP. Thank you.
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