
DATE: 27 January 2021 

TO:  Thurston County Planning Commissioners 

FROM:  Lake Lawrence Lake Management District Steering Committee 

SUBECT:  Environmental Designation for Lake Lawrence LLA-8 

 

References: 

1. Letter from President, Lake Lawrence Community Club, dated January 7, 2021. 

2. Final Draft, Thurston County Shoreline Master Program Update, Shoreline 

Environmental Designations Report, dated June 30, 2013. 

 

Facts: 

1. Reference 2 above, Table 2, page 4 describes the criteria used for each Shoreline 

Environmental Designation (SED). 

2. Lake Lawrence LLA-8 is currently “Not Designated”. 

3. In 2013 County Staff, in reference 2 above, created a new “reach – LLA-8” 

for Lake Lawrence and designated that reach “Natural”, claiming the criteria in Table 2, 

Reference 2 was the best match for this area.  See below for our assessment of this “best match”. 

This area is commonly referred to as “Goat Island”. 

4. Goat Island has been the property of the Lake Lawrence Community Club, see reference 

1 since the canal was cut through the Community Club property over 50 years ago.  The 

material extracted from the canal was deposited on the island side of the canal and has 

been when maintenance dredging has been required. 

5. Until recently there was a vehicle maintenance and walking bridge to the island from 

parcels owned and/or controlled and maintained by the Community Club. Re-

establishment of these bridges is in the long-range plans of the Community Club when 

funds are available.  In the meantime, boats are used to ferry maintenance equipment to 

the island 2 or more times a year to properly maintain the area. 

6. This island has been used, since it’s establishment in the late 1960’s as a community park 

with over 2 miles of well-established walking trails, blackberry picking areas, and a large 

2+ acre pasture/meadow. NOTE:  This area is widely used by the general public, not just 

members of the Community Club. 

7. The Lake Lawrence Community Club has maintained this island continuously for the past 

50+ years by mowing/cutting the pasture/meadow, keeping the hiking trails cleared and 

trimmed and removing invasive species such as scotch broom, yellow flag iris, purple 

loosestrife and tansy from the property at considerable expense.  The County Noxious 

Weed Department has acknowledged the need to eradicate and/or control all of these 

invasive and toxic species of plants that are not native to the island. 

8. The Lake Lawrence Lake Management District contributes $1,000’s of dollars a year for 

control of Yellow Flag Iris alone. 

Assessment of FACTS: 

1. Reference 2 defines the purpose of a Natural SED as: Protect those shoreline areas that 

are relatively free of human influence, and/or that include intact or minimally degraded 

shoreline functions intolerant of human use.  Only very low intensity uses are allowed in 

order to maintain the ecological functions and ecosystem wide processes.  This does not 

come close to what the island has historically been used for and is currently used for. 

2. Reference 2 defines the purpose of a Rural Conservancy SED as:  Provide for sustained 



resource use, public access, and recreational opportunities while protecting ecological 

functions, and conserving existing ecological, historical, and cultural resources.  This 

definition of purpose fits Goat Island to a tee and is the best definition/purpose for Reach 

LLA-8. 

3. See Table attached that evaluates Natural vs. Rural Conservancy SED criteria for Reach 

LLA-8.    

a. Natural – Meets only one criterion for natural SED. 

b. Rural Conservancy – Meets 6 of the 7 criteria for Rural Conservancy. 

Conclusion:  The only reasonable conclusion, based on the facts, is to designate Reach LLA-8 

as Rural Conservancy.  Although the Lake Lawrence Community Club has offered to designate a 

portion of Goat Island (the wetland edge of the island) as Natural, this would not be consistent 

with other SED’s on the same lake (i.e., Reach LLA-1 to LLA-2 that is almost entirely wetland 

and undeveloped county park).   

Recommendation:  That Reach LLA-8 be designated Rural Conservancy. 
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Evaluation of Lake Lawrence SED's For Reach LLA-8

SED Designation Criteria

Meets 

Criteria

Does Not 

Meet 

Criteria Reasoning

Natural

Ecologically intact and therefore currently performing an important, 

irreplaceable function or ecosystem-wide process that would be damaged by 

human activity. X

This area has had human activity since it was developed.  Bridges to the 

island, extensive maintained trails, trimmed trees/bushes, mowing 

pasture/meadow, etc.

Considered to represent ecosystems and geologic types that are of particular 

scientific and educational interest. X

There is nothing about this area that is of particular scientific and educational 

interest.

Unable to support new development or uses without significant adverse 

impacts to ecological functions or risk to human safety. X

over 5+ acres of this island has had several uses over the past 50+ years to 

include sustaining a goat herd.

Includes largely undisturbed portions of shoreline areas such as wetlands, 

estuaries, unstable bluffs, coastal dunes, spits, and ecologically intact 

shoreline habitats. X

There is only one undisturbed area on this island and that is approximately 2 

acres along the far east side of the island.  From the northern tip of the island 

to the southern tip and the entire middle of the island are winding trails all 

along the canal, through the trees and criscrosses the meadow.

Retain the majority of their natural shoreline functions, as evidenced by 

shoreline configuration and the presence of native vegetation. X

As stated above 3/4 of the perimeter of the island is well maintained trails 

along the canal with cut and trimmed vegetation.

Generally free of structural shoreline modifications, structures, and intensive 

human uses. X

Could go either way.  Free of structural shoreline modifications except a 

vehicle maintenance and walking bridge at two separate locations for 40 

years with the vehicle/maintenance bridge abutments still intact with long 

range plans to re-establish the bridges.

Rural 

Conservancy

Outside incorporated municipalities and outside urban growth areas, AND at 

least one of the following: X

YES - Meets all but one and you could argue depending on your 

interpretation of that one criteria that it also meets that one.

Currently supporting low-intensity resource-based uses such as agriculture, 

forestry, or recreation. X YES - supports moderate recreational use

Currently accommodating residential uses. X

NO.  It is a community park. Homes will never be built in this area, but 

depending on your interpretation of residential uses you could say it does 

accommodate residential uses as it is a park for an HOA that is also open for 

public use.

supporting human uses but subject to environmental limitations, such as 

properties that include or are adjacent to steep banks, feeder bluffs, 

wetlands, flood plains or other flood prone areas. X Currently supports human uses and has a wetland area on one side.

Can support low-intensity water-dependent uses without significant adverse 

impacts to shoreline functions or processess. X

Does support water-dependent uses without significant impact and has for 

past 50+ years.

Private and/or publically owned lands (upland areas landward of OHWM) of 

high recreational value or with valuable historic or cultural resources or 

potential for public access. X Private land with high recreational value and does support public access.

Does not meet the designation criteria for the Natural environment. X Correct - see above.
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