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Subject: Proper Abandonment of Septic Tanks

It has come to our attention that industry professionals are, in some instances, pumping out the
contents of existing septic tanks which are to be abandoned, and transferring them into newly
installed septic tanks. Please refer to the following code requlrements as stated in Article IV of
the Thurston County Sanitary Code: :

o -Section 19.2: Persons permanently removing a sewage tank, seepage pit, cesspool or
other sewage container from service shall have the septage removed by a pumper.

e Section 20.1: Only pumpers certified by the Health Officer as per Section 23 may remove
septage for disposal from an OSS.

e . Section 20.2.3: A pumper removing septage from an OSS shall dispose of septage or
apply septage biosolids to land only in a manner consistent with applicable laws.

J Section 23.8.2.5: Pumpers and pumping firms shall have the authority and be responsible
for pumping sewage from a sewage tank and/or other OSS components and transporting. -
and disposing of the septage at sites that have been approved by the Health Officer.

Effective October 1, 2011 all septic tank replacements and abandonments will require a Septic
Tank Pumping Report prior to acceptance of a final Record Drawing or final abandonment
approval.

Thank you for your continued cooperatlon If you hdve any questions, feel free to contact me at
(360) 867-2652.
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