
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
Date: December 22, 2006 
 
To: Industry Professionals. 
 
From:  Alan Schmidt, R.S., O.W.T.S.I. 
 
Subject: Updates on County changes and requirements 

 
 
This memorandum is written to inform and update industry professionals of changes and 
county requirements concerning five subjects I) Sewer/Water line crossings and reduced 
setbacks. II) Record Drawing requirements. III) Water line installations. IV) Fee 
Charges (Policy attached). V) Article IV update.  
 
I) Sewer/Water line crossings or reduced setbacks.  

 
WAC 246-272A and Article IV recognizes construction criteria considered equivalent to 
the required setbacks. Effective January 1, 2007 Thurston County Environmental Health 
(TCEH) will no longer require a waiver to approve a crossing or reduced setback. The 
designer must submit technical justification for the setback reduction or crossing. The 
information shall be submitted in the following manner.   

 
A. On the design, show a cross section of the crossing and/or state the construction 

criteria for review. 
 

B. When a reduced setback or water/sewer line crossing occurs that is not a part of 
design approval, the record drawing must show the criteria as required on the 
design. 

 
You may view this document and obtain copies of the criteria on the web at 
www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/9837/c1.pdf. It is found in chapter C1-9 Special requirements. 
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II) Record Drawing Requirements 
 
Enclosed you will find: 
 

A. The document “Record Drawing” Submittal Requirements.  
 
B. A Record Drawing guidance checklist. 

 
C. Installer construction completion form.  

 
The “Record Drawing” Submittals document is provided to clarify responsibilities of the 
Department and industry professionals per Article IV. The guidance checklist is available 
to assist in identifying those requirements for the completion of the record drawing. Not 
all of the items in the guidance checklist may be required on the final drawing. The 
checklists intended use is to aide in drawing and reviewing the record. Effective January 
1, 2007 TCEH will require that as-builts be labeled “Record Drawing”.  
 
The installer completes the construction completion form after installation for the 
designer/engineer. A copy of this form can accompany the record drawing when 
submitted. The information becomes a part of the permanent record. If the form is not 
used as a part of the final record drawing, the information must be included in some 
manner. Beginning January 1, 2007 please begin using this form for reporting 
installation information to the designer/engineer.  
 
III) Water line installations 
 
The designer/engineer record drawing certification is required to show the water line 
location as installed. When the water line is installed by the builder/homeowner and the 
location of the water line is evident, the location can be shown and certified with 
assurance by the designer/engineer.   
 
When the water line was installed by the builder/homeowner and its location is not 
evident is it acceptable for the designer to take the word of the builder/homeowner for its 
location. Effective January 1, 2007 the said location can be shown on the record drawing 
with a disclaimer. The language needs to include who installed the waterline and the 
approximate date when installed.  
 
When it becomes known that neither a setback nor the construction criteria are met the 
designer informs the owner and TCEH of the situation. Appropriate steps are taken to 
resolve the matter. 
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IV) FEE CHARGES FOR REDESIGNS/REVISIONS 
 
Effective January 1, 2007 TCEH will begin charging the fees identified in the attached 
policy. These fees apply for sewage system designs requiring additional fees. Along with 
the policy is a guidance checklist for you to use. This checklist is also available for 
TCEH staff. The first revision for a sewage system design review is covered in the 
submittal fee. Additional revisions are subject to the appropriate fees in the policy.  
 
Other county agencies utilize a copy of the OSS or similar site plan for review. There are 
occasions where those reviews require a revised a site plan. These reviews can occur after 
the initial review by TCEH is completed and a revision is necessary. It is strongly 
recommended that the design revision for TCEH be held until other agencies have 
completed their review. If a revision is submitted before other county requirements or 
changes are known, we may well need to charge the applicable fee. It is our desire to 
work with you on this issue. However, we may not be able to continually review changes 
required by other departments with no additional charges.  
 
Initially to assist in maintaining consistency, a supervisor will review all fees assessed 
prior to charging them. 
 
 
V) ARTICLE IV UPDATES 
 
Article IV revision for the code change effective July 1, 2007 is starting. You may access 
the information pertaining to the changes and provide comments via the website at: 
 
 (website is no longer posted - 4/10)
 
There is also a public hearing scheduled for January 8, 2007 to hear testimony on the 
proposed Article IV changes regarding small lots.  Information on the proposal can be 
found on our website: 
 
 (website is not longer posted - 4/10) 
   
Attachments: 
“RECORD DRAWING” SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
RECORD DRAWING GUIDANCE CHECKLIST 
INSTALLER CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION FORM 
ARTICLE IV – REVISION/RE-INSPECTION FEE GUIDELINE CHECKLIST 
THURSTON COUNTY PERMITTING SYSTEM POLICY ONST.06.POL.832 














