Attachment F1

Ron Buckholt

R
From: Michael Mason <mmason5479@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, December 5, 2022 2:46 PM
To: Ron Smith; Jcblaser@comcast.net; County_Commissioners; reusters@comcast.net; Ron
Buckholt; smitty9729@gmail.com; tgjohnston80@gmail.com
Subject: Shoreline Permit Project 2022103702
Attachments: Scan_2022_12_05_14_36_55_520.pdf

Dear County Commissioners and Ron Buckholt,
Please enter into the public record for this permit application the attached document from the Washington State DNR
Website that states we need additional research to understand the effects of geoduck aquaculture.

Why would the commissioner of public lands Hilary Franz have this on the website if it wasn't FACT. Please strongly
oppose the Taylor application on these grounds.

Regards,

Mike Mason

9043 Otis Beach St NE
Olympia, WA 98516
253-677-4549
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WHAT IS AQUACULTURE? Razor Cams
. Wild Geoduck Auctions
Geoduck aquaculture is farming on tidelands to cultivate large geoduck clams, The clams are
planted as seed and grown out from 5 to 7 years until they are large enough to be sold Other
cammercially. Geoduck clams are & prized delicacy, particularly in Asia, where they retail for Department of Ecology
more than $125/pound. Pugat Sound Partnership

Geoduck farming occurs on about 200 acres of privately-owned tidelands throughout Puget
Sound. ‘

Geoduck aquaculture is not the same as the wild stock geoduck fishery, which involves
harvesting naturally occurring clams in tha subtidal zone between -18 and -70 feet. Learn
more about DNR's wild stock geoduck fishery,

Does Geoduck Aquaculture occur on state-owned

aquatic lands? .
No. However, DNR Is moving forward with a small pilot Ieasing project to assess whether
geoduck aquaculture will be a sustainable and viable activity on state-owned aquatic lands.

DNR s led by
What is the purpose of the pilot project? Commissioner of Public
In response to requests from geoduck harvesters and growers, the 2003 Washington State Lands Hilary Franz
Legislature directed DNR to develop a pilot project proposal to study the feasibility of -
geoduck aquaculture on the state-owned tidelands and submerged lands that DNR 0 O
manages.
Before launching a new aquaculture program, we need to better understand the effects of .

geoduck aquaculture on the nearshore environment, Establishing a small pilot study on
limited acreage is a first step, During the pilot study, DNR and partners will conduct
extensive monitoring and research at the sites.

https://www.dnr.wa.goviprograms-and-services/aquatics/shellfish/geoduck-aquaculture 14
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What is the status of DNR's pilot Geoduck Aquaculture

Leasing Project?

tn August 2013, DNR announced plans to initiate a small pilot program to allow geoduck
aquaculture on about 22-1/2 acres-of state-owned aquatic lands in Hood Canal and southern
Puget Sound. '

When will the lessees bagin farming geoducks?
Before DNR will grant authorlzations to potential lessees to conduct geoduck aquaculture
operations on state-owned aquatic lands, the following processes must take place:

» Each site must undergo public review through the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) requirements:
e Lessees must obtain the following:

o US Army Corps of Engineers Title 401 permit

o Certlfications from Washington State Department of Health

o Countyconditional use permits {plus any other shoreline master program \
‘requirements)

s Proposed sites will undergo thorough review when obtaining the required permits,
providing ample opportunity for site assessment, information sharing, and comment
from stakeholders and interested parties,

» DNRaccepts or denies application fora use authorization.

Where will the leasing sites be located?

At this time, DNR Is working with potential lessees in 4 counties: Mason, Jefferson, Plerce and
Thurston. Details of these leases are still in discussion, but each of the potential leased sites
will range In size from % to 4 acres,

The sites wete located based on'the following physical criterla;

No adjacent residential development.

High-banked beach.

Low natural shellfish and eelgrass densittes.

Low recreation and tribal shellfish use.

At least 200 feet from any wild geoduck tracts.

Good probability of being approved for commercial aquaculture by the Washington
State Department of Health,

@ £ & & = -

Who will be leasing aﬁd growing geoducks on state-

owned aquatic lands?

In 2006, DNR Issued a “Request for Offers” to determine who would meet the requirements
to lease state-owned aquatic lands, Seven cormercial growers were offered lease sites in
2006-2007, following a formal bid process, Key factors in selecting lessees included the
companle’s:

Proposed management structure,

Expertence in geoduck atuaculture. d

Plans for nelghborhood outreach, % )

Plans for public access at the site.

Proposed site preparation, planting, maintenance and harvest methods.
Plan for monitoring debris and onsite and offsite clean ups.

Plan for minimizing visual impacts of the materlals used to grow the geoducks.
Plan to minimize potential harm to the environment.

What kind of monitoring and research will take place?
Research and monitoring will be carried out over an entire geoduck culture cycle—a 5-t0 7-
year timeline from hatchery to harvest, Under the terms of the lease, lesseas will grant access
to researchers to conduct experiments. Some of the data to be collected Includes:

o Sediment composition and changes that occur due to geoduck aquaculture.
¢ Food and nuttlent concentrations,

» Water quality characteristics.

¢ Eelgrass and macro algae,

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-services/aquatics/shellfish/geaduck-aquaculture 2/4
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s Conditions of and modifications to the water column.Eelgrass density, distribution,
morphology and indicators of vigor (brown broken leaves, epiphyte Joad),

o Kelp specles, percent cover and distribution,

« Changes in substrate characteristics and beach morphology.

e Effacts of the aquaculture on aquatic animals that live In and on the substrate,
including salmon prey species, and on fish and mobile crustaceans,

What other significant, related initiatives have

occurred to date?

in 2007, the Washington State Legislature directed the University of Washington’s Sea Grant
Program to establish a geeduck aquaculture program to review existing sdentific
information and commission scientific research to assess the possible effects of geoduck
aquaculture on the environment. Sea Grant published its final study In late November 2013,

(n 2010, BNR conducting an online “forum” to encourage a public dialog about geoduck
aquaculture on state-owned aquatic lands.

View a timeline of events related to the geoduck aquaculture piiot study.

How will a Geoduck Aquacultu‘re program benefit the

people of Washington state?

If research shows that geoduck aquaculture is a viable and environmentafly sustainable
activity on state-owned aquatic lands, then revenues from the.leasing of geoduck sttes
would go Into DNR's Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA). The ALEA funds provide
for public access and protecting the natural ecological functions of aquatic lands in
Washington State,

Does DNR provide lease opportunities for other kinds

of Aquaculture?

DNR leases deep water sites for finfish net pens and floating shellfish rafts and longlines,
Salmon aguaculture operations have existed in Washington since the 1970s and are
scatterad throughout Puget Sound, Current net pen leases include salmon aquaculture,
delayed-release salmon, and herring. The use of floating shellfish culture began in 1975 with
mussel raft culture in Penn Cove. Current floating shellfish culture on rafts or lohglines
include oysters, mussels, and scallops.

How do | Lease State Aquatic Lands?

Aquaculture leases for state aquatic lands are handled by DNR's Aquatics Districts.
Application materials, general leasing Information, and answers to specific questions can be
addressed by contacting the appropriate District Region Office.

What about Tribal Shellfish Sharing?

Treatles signed with western Washington Indian Tribes in 1854 and 1855 reserved the right
for tribes to harvest fish and shelifish from all usual and accustomed fishing areas in commaon
with citizens of Washington. In 1994, Judge Edward Rafeedie upheld the right of Treaty
indlan tribes, ot thelr successots In Interest, to harvest up to 50 percent of the harvestable
surplus of shellfish from natural shellfish beds. To implement the ruling, a procedure for
notification of tribes about DNR aquaculture leases and potential harvest agreements on
state lands was formalized in an implementation plan.

https:/iwww.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-servicas/aquatics/shelifish/geoduck-aquaculture 3/4
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