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About 2024 Impact Fees 
 
What are Impact Fees? 
Impact fees are a onetime tax to pay for schools, parks, and roads that serve the development.   
 
Impact fees for residential uses depend on the type of residential unit and assessed on the number of residential 
dwelling units.  Impact fees for each service area are based on the projected cost of capital projects within the 
service area.   
 
Impact fees for commercial uses are assessed based on the gross square footage, number of rooms or beds 
depending on the specific use.   
 
 
Assessment of Impact Fees – TCC 25.04.040   
Thurston County assesses fees for impacts to transportation, schools, and parks for new development at the time a 
complete building permit application is submitted for each unit in the development. Impact fees are paid at the time a 
building permit is issued.   
 

• Schools – Thurston County collects school impact fees for the North Thurston, Olympia, Tumwater, 
Rochester and Yelm school districts.  Other school districts in Thurston County may have school impact 
fees.  Contact the school district in your area to inquire about impact fees. Documentation from the school 
district demonstrating the fees have been paid or are not required to be paid must be submitted to the 
Building Development Center prior to issuance of a building permit.   
 

• Parks - County parks are regional facilities that serve all county residents.  Fees vary based on the type of 
residential dwelling unit. These fees are uniform across the county.  
 

• Transportation - Thurston County is divided into six transportation impact fee areas. Impact fees for 
transportation are assessed based on the use.  

 
 
Exemptions from Payment of Impact Fees – TCC 25.04.060 
The director shall be authorized to determine whether a particular development activity falls within an exemption 
identified below for parks and transportation impact fees only.  
 
School districts, fire authority or fire district shall determine whether a particular development activity falls within an 
exemption identified below.  Requests shall be made directly to the school district or fire district/authority.  Refer to 
the code for more information.  
  
Exemptions 
1. Alteration of an existing nonresidential structure that does not expand the usable space or for transportation, 

parks and school impact fees add any dwelling units;  
 

2. Miscellaneous improvements that do not increase the occupancy, users, or for transportation, parks and 
school impact fees the number of dwelling units, including, but not limited to, fences, walls, residential 
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swimming pools, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation, or drilling operations, storage of 
equipment or materials and signs;  

 
3. Demolition or moving of a structure, or dwelling unit; 

 
4. Replacement of a structure with a new structure of the same size; or, dwelling unit count; or, the same use 

at the same site; or, lot when such replacement occurs within six years of the demolition or destruction of the 
prior structure;  
 

5. Dwelling units located in housing developments intended for and solely occupied by persons 62 years or 
older, including nursing homes and retirement centers, shall be exempt from the payment of school impact 
fees so long as those uses are maintained, and the necessary covenants or declaration of restrictions, in a 
form approved by the prosecuting attorney and the school district attorney, required to ensure the 
maintenance of such uses, are recorded on the property;  

6.  The creation of an accessory dwelling unit, including but not limited to family member units, shall be exempt 
from the payment of school impact fees; and  

7.  A single room occupancy dwelling shall be exempt from the payment of school impact fees.  
 
 
Previously Paid Mitigation Fees – TCC 25.04.040 
If mitigation fees have already been paid, or will be paid, under the State Environmental Policy Act (Ch. 43.21 
RCW), the applicant needs to provide information to Thurston County showing the fees paid.  Impact fees may be 
adjusted if fees have already been paid.  If impact fees are currently higher than previously paid fees, the County 
may impose additional fees so long as the fees are clearly tied to other improvements not addresses by the original 
fee.  Refer to the code for more information.  
 
 
Deferral of Impact Fees – TCC 25.04.124 
A. Each applicant for a single-family residential construction permit may request a deferral for the full assessment 

of impact fees for, where applicable, parks, transportation, and schools for up to twenty (20) permits until final 
inspection. In no instance may the deferral period exceed 18 months from the date of building permit issuance. 

B. The amount of impact fees deferred are determined by the fee schedule in effect at the time of building permit 
application.   

C. Thurston County may withhold the final inspection until all applicable impact fees have been paid in full.  

D. An applicant seeking deferral shall grant and record a “Deferred Impact Fee Lien” against the property in favor 
of the County for the full amount of the impact fee(s) being deferred.  Once all impact fees have been paid in full, 
the County shall authorize a “Release of Lien”.  This shall also be recorded with the Thurston County Auditor.  
All recording costs shall be the responsibility of the applicant.   

 (For more information and assistance with recording a lien, please contact your title company.)   

E. If impact fees are not paid in accordance with the terms of TCC, Title 25, the County may institute foreclosure 
proceedings. 

1. The extinguishment of a deferred impact fee lien by the foreclosure of a lien having priority shall not affect 
the obligation to pay the impact fees. 

F. If the county elects not to institute foreclosure proceedings for unpaid school impact fees within 45-days after 
receiving notice from a school district requesting that it do so, the district may institute foreclosure proceedings 
with respect to the unpaid school impact fees. 



 
 
 

  

G. Upon receipt of final payment of all deferred impact fees for a property, the county must execute a ‘release of 
deferred impact fee lien’ for the property. The property owner at the time of the release, at his or her expense, is 
responsible for recording the lien release. 

 
Appeals – TCC 25.04.090 
Appeals of impact fee assessments are appealable to the Hearing Examiner.  The impact fee must be paid prior to 
any appeal.  Appeals may only be filed in writing by the fee payor within 14 calendar days from the date of the notice 
of decision. Appeal procedures are outlined in Thurston County Code Title 20, Chapter 20.60.060.     
 
 
More Information 
County codes are online at www.thurstoncountybdc.com. Search County Codes, from that page, click the green 
button Online County Codes, then go to Title 25.       
 
 
2024 Impact Fees 
 

 
 
 
 

2024 PARKS IMPACT FEES 
Housing Type Impact Fee Per Dwelling Unit 

Single-family Homes $1,876.29 
Multi-Family Dwelling Units $1,338.00 
Mobile Home Units $1,691.53 

http://www.thurstoncountybdc.com/


 
 
 

  

 
 


	About 2024 Impact Fees

