
HEATH & ASSOCIATES, INC Transportation and Civil Engineering   

2214 Tacoma Road  Puyallup WA  98371  (253) 770 1401  Fax (253) 770 1473  heathtraffic.com 

May 22, 2014 

Jeff Gonzalez, P.E. 
Hatton Godat Pantier 
3910 Martin Way E 
Olympia, WA 98506 

Subject:  Oak Springs Speed Study 

Dear Mr. Gonzalez: 

At the direction of Thurston County, we have conducted a speed study in the existing plat lying 
north of the Oak Springs project in order to determine the current typical speeds along roadways 
serving this residential neighborhood.  The study consisted of eight locations throughout the 
project that were determined in conjunction with Mr. Arthur Saint of Thurston County Public 
Works.  The locations were reviewed for a calendar week and the study took into account both 
travel directions.  The speed limit for the area is set by a speed limit sign which posts the area at 
25 MPH. 

The information was gathered using typical speed study equipment used in the industry, 
consisting of tube counters installed such that speeds could be established as vehicles traveled 
over the tubes. 

A map showing the locations of the speed equipment is attached.  The information gathered at 
each location in both directions is also attached and is identified by the number at the location.  
Typically the 85th percentile is representative by the traffic engineering industry as the threshold 
at which the typical driver operates from a speed standpoint on a given road.  The remaining 15 
percent of the drivers who are traveling above the 85th percentile are deemed to be operating 
outside the perceived speeds that a typical driver finds safe. 

The following table reflects what the 85th percentile speed is at each location and in each 
direction.  The speed shown represents the entire week and is therefore a very extensive sample 
of the speed of traffic using the development’s roads. 
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