
#29 – Maintenance Standards for Cisterns (BMP LID.16): 

√ 
Drainage System 

Feature 
Defect or 
Problem 

Condition When 
Maintenance is 

Needed 
 

Results Expected When 
Maintenance is Performed 

Roof Debris 
Accumulation in 
Cistern 

Debris has 
accumulated. 

No debris in cistern. 

Gutter Debris 
Accumulation in 
Gutter 

Debris has 
accumulated. 

No debris in cistern or gutters. 

Screens at the top of 
downspout and 
cistern inlet 

Debris 
Accumulation in 
Cistern 

Screen has 
deteriorated. 

Screen is in place and functions 
as designed. 

Screens at the top of 
downspout and 
cistern inlet 

Debris 
Accumulation in 
Cistern 

None. Preventative 
maintenance. 

No debris in cistern or 
accumulated on screen. 

Low flow orifice Cistern Overflows 
Are Too Frequent 

Debris or other 
obstruction of orifice. 

Low flow orifice is clean. 

Overflow pipe Overflow Pipe Pipe is damaged. 

Overflow pipe Overflow Pipe Pipe is clogged. Debris removed. Overflow pipe 
can convey overflow to point of 
discharge. 

Cistern Accumulated 
Debris And/or 
Sediment 

More than 6 inches of 
accumulation in 
bottom of cistern. 

Accumulated debris and/or 
sediment removed. 

Training and 
Documentation 

NA Training / written 
guidance is required 
for proper O&M. 

Property owners and tenants are 
provided with proper training and 
a copy of the Maintenance and 
Source Control Manual. 

Access and Safety NA Access to cistern 
required for 
maintenance or 
cleaning. 

Any opening that could allow the 
entry of people is marked: 
“DANGER— CONFINED 
SPACE”. 

Pest Control Mosquito 
Infestation 

Standing water 
remains for more than 
three days following 
storms. 

All inlets, overflows, and other 
openings are protected with 
mosquito screens. No mosquito 
infestation present. 
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