Attachment S1

Scott McCormick

From: Laura Keehan <lkeehan@ci.olympia.wa.us>

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 12:51 PM

To: Scott McCormick; Jason Selwitz

Cc: Olympia School District, Kurt Cross; Anna O'Connell; Andy Mitton

Subject: RE: Comments on Master Planned Development application for City of Olympia's Yelm
Highway Community Park - 2023100892

Hi Jason,

Please see below for the Olympia Parks, Arts, and Recreation and Olympia School District’s responses to your
comments. Please note that we are awaiting comments on our permit submittal from Thurston County. Comments from
Community Planning and Economic Development and Public Works may impact the design plans and require changes
that we are not yet aware of.

6)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Community Gardens and Parking Area. Community gardens were shown in this general area at the August 2022
meeting, however due to requests for more community garden space in Olympia, the area was enlarged to
accommodate more beds and they were moved to be closer to the park core. Through discussions with
members of the public at the August open house and subsequent park board meetings it was determined that
providing a parking area on the west side of the park was important in order to allow visitors to easily use not
only the community gardens, but the other future park features on the west side of the rectangular fields (i.e.,
the playground, sprayground, skate park, climbing features and picnic shelters). Ample and convenient parking
reduces the likelihood that any overflow parking would impact Hampton neighborhood streets, which is a
primary concern of the Hamptons neighborhood. The area between the community gardens and parking area is
approximately 360 feet from the park’s western property line to provide buffer.

Noted!

Chambers Ditch. The City welcomes discussion about the Ditch, however we must note that the majority of the
Ditch does not fall on city-owned property, and the City is therefore unable to perform work in the Ditch
channel. The eastern side of the Ditch buffer is located on City property and will be maintained and planted in
accordance with Thurston County’s critical areas regulations.

Mazama Pocket Gophers. The project’s environmental consultants, Shannon & Wilson, prepared a gopher
report that addresses how the project will comply with Thurston County’s Habitat Conservation Plan
requirements. The project approach proposes off-site gopher mitigation as allowed by Thurston County’s HCP.

Removal of trees in wetland area. Per Scott McCormick’s (Thurston County planner) email response “The one
thing I'd address is that the County would definitely not be in favor of removing any live or dead trees within the
wetland or wetland buffer as they provide needed habitat for wildlife whether the tree is standing or has fallen
and this type of activity is generally not allowed within wetlands or their buffers per TCC Title 24 — Critical Areas
Ordinance (CAO) unless the trees are in the fall zone of a residential structure and could be considered a hazard
tree. Trees that may catch on fire / burn are not considered danger or hazard trees as any tree could in theory
catch on fire and burn (in part based upon my 6 seasons as a wildlands fire fighter). Just wanted to clarify that
point.”

Synthetic vs. Grass Turf Fields. Please refer to the email sent to you on Friday, June 16th from Paul Simmons at

OPARD on this topic.



We hope that the above information helps to clarify the items included in your email. Both the Parks Department and
School District are happy to try and answer further questions.

Thank you,

Laura Keehan

Parks Planning and Design Manager
Olympia Parks, Arts and Recreation
She/Her Pronouns

360.570.5855 | lkeehan@ci.olympia.wa.us

Kurtis A. Cross

Olympia School District No. 111

Director of Capital Planning & Construction
Work 360-596-8565

keross@ osd.wednet.edu

From: Scott McCormick <scott.mccormick@co.thurston.wa.us>

Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 1:53 PM

To: Jason Selwitz <jlselwitz@gmail.com>

Cc: Laura Keehan <lkeehan@ci.olympia.wa.us>; Paul Simmons <psimmons@ci.olympia.wa.us>; Scott McCormick
<scott.mccormick@co.thurston.wa.us>; Olympia School District, Kurt Cross <kcross@osd.wednet.edu>

Subject: RE: Comments on Master Planned Development application for City of Olympia's Yelm Highway Community
Park - 2023100892

Good afternoon Jason,

I’'m going to pass your questions on to the applicants cc’d on this email. Laura and any others representing the project,
could you please address the comments and questions below and include me in the response ? You can just cc: me on
the email response. The one thing I'd address is that the County would definitely not be in favor of removing any live or
dead trees within the wetland or wetland buffer as they provide needed habitat for wildlife whether the tree is standing
or has fallen and this type of activity is generally not allowed within wetlands or their buffers per TCC Title 24 — Critical
Areas Ordinance (CAO) unless the trees are in the fall zone of a residential structure and could be considered a hazard
tree. Trees that may catch on fire / burn are not considered danger or hazard trees as any tree could in theory catch on
fire and burn (in part based upon my 6 seasons as a wildlands fire fighter). Just wanted to clarify that point. You don’t
need to address that question Laura, since | already have. Thanks!

Scott McCormick | Associate Planner, MES (he/him)

Thurston County Community Planning & Economic Development

3000 Pacific Ave SE, Suite 100, Olympia, Washington 98501

Office (360) 867-2116 | Cell (360) 999-8210 | Fax (360) 754-2939 | TDD (800) 833-6388
Scott.mccormick@co.thurston.wa.us | www.thurstoncountybdc.com

This communication is a public record and may be subject to disclosure under the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.

NOTICE

Beginning February 21, 2023, the Planning Services Division will be providing assistance in the Building Development Center between 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. Monday through Friday. This temporary schedule is in place until further notice. Please visit www.thurstoncountybdc.com for up to date
information, hours of operation, and services provided remotely.

From: Jason Selwitz <jlselwitz@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 11:22 PM




To: Scott McCormick <scott.mccormick@co.thurston.wa.us>
Cc: lkeehan@ci.olympia.wa.us; psimmons@ci.olympia.wa.us
Subject: Comments on Master Planned Development application for City of Olympia's Yelm Highway Community Park

Dear Mr. McCormick,

My family and | just received the Notice of Application dated March 15, 2023 for the new public community park at Yelm
Highway in Olympia. | have attended and commented during the public presentations (and surveys) concerning the park
by the City of Olympia and the Berger Partnership over the last three years -- through the engagement webpage, over
Zoom, and in person at the park, City Hall, and the Armory. We live adjacent to the park property along the full length of
its western boundary. Since the presentation of the Master Plan this past summer (2022), | have checked the City's
engagement webpage for the park on a few occasions for updates and did not come across, nor get notice of, the
summary master plan report dated September 2022 which formed the basis of the city's application to the Thurston
County Department of Community Planning and Economic Development (until this evening).

1. This is the first time | see a community garden and 70 parking spaces depicted in the "Master Plan" in the center
of the park. These features were not depicted in the Aug. 3rd 2022 presentation made to the public at the
Armory (see included photo below). While we are supportive of the park overall, we are strongly opposed to the
addition of 70 parking stalls in the middle of the park. We can support more limited parking prioritized for
persons with disabilities and seniors, or a zone for loading/unloading gardening equipment, i.e, for those who
otherwise could not access the core of the park without a more central parking (or loading/unloading) location.
However, the number of spaces should be limited to 10 placarded parking stalls or less and should be shifted to
the area between the shared tennis courts and the skate park adjacent to the closest soccer field.

2. Please note we do very much appreciate the plans to plant a buffer zone of trees in the western area of the park
adjacent to our property (and our neighbors) as depicted in the master plan summary on the City's website
(drawing on p.28 with verbiage and images on pgs.36 & 37).

3. When it comes to the Chamber Drainage Ditch vegetation activities planning and implementation, we would
appreciate being included in the discussions as we own property upstream of the park on both sides of the
ditch. The park's downstream ditch activities could affect (positively or negatively) the flow of stormwater under
our bridge and across our property as well as the lands of our neighbors who live upstream, but not directly
adjacent to the park.

4. We would like to learn more about your plans for Mazama pocket gopher mitigation as we live with these
creatures on our property too.

5. What are your plans for removing dead trees and mitigating seasonal flooding/inundation in the wetlands where
the boardwalk is proposed? Over the last few years, many trees have died in this area and there is increased
wildfire risk.

6. Finally, here are a few reasons to adopt grass fields instead of synthetic turf fields at the Yelm Highway
Community Park:

o Synthetic turf fields produce more leachates in runoff and higher greenhouse emissions over their
lifetime than grass fields. Even though turf fields are made of recycled materials, the materials recycled
are often old tires made from petrochemicals that off gas. Natural fields typically only produce
greenhouse gas emissions associated with periodic mowing (if non-electric equipment is used) and
pumping irrigation to the fields. Source:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0921344917300861

o Synthetic turf fields absorb heat and can add to the heat island effect. The increased surface
temperatures radiate out heat that can lead to heat stress related illnesses in the visitors using the
fields. Source: https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2019/may/synthetic-sports-fields-and-
the-heat-island-effect/

o Synthetic turf fields harbor human and animal borne organisms that can facilitate the spread of
infections. Grass fields contain microorganisms typical of soil communities in the ecological zone/climate
where the field is located. Source: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6728760/




o Natural gas fields will have soils with higher organic matter able to sequester atmospheric carbon. I am
concerned that synthetic turf fields will prevent the exchange of atmospheric carbon by microbes into
the soil beneath the fields. | could not find a good source on this, but did come across this related USDA
research which indicated natural grass fairways have higher carbon sequestration rates into soils than
putting greens. Source: https://www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/fort-collins-co/center-for-agricultural-
resources-research/soil-management-and-sugarbeet-research/docs/assessing-soil-carbon-
sequestration-in-turfgrass-systems-using-long-term-soil-testing-data/

Please take these comments into consideration as you move forward. Feel free to reach out to us to discuss these
concerns and praises in more depth. Thanks in advance for your attention and consideration. Please feel free to share
this note with Andy Mitton from the Berger Partnership.

Jason Selwitz
808-217-6051

3147 60th Loop SE
Olympia, WA 98501
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