Thurston County A‘l‘
HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN




Federal Permit
Approval

=  USFWS Issued an Incidental Take Permit
to Thurston County in July 2022.

» |n 2023, developing land with Mazama
pocket gopher & the other HCP species
habitat no longer means two permitting

hoops to jump through. /;IP\\

= Thisis the final season of gopher \D /

Inspections.




Preparing to
Implement

Acquiring mitigation land

Developing habitat
management plans and
reporting systems for federal
reporting

Retooling permitting

[ProCesses

Creating new tools




New Ordinance
Highlights

= \Who needs a review?

= Projects with gopher habitat will have
year-round reviews

= Project pre-planning & site planning
= There are options for mitigation.

= You no longer have to find it on your
own.




THURSTON COUNTY

The NewProcess 77

Check Map || Avoid/Minimize | Mitigate || Permit
« Determine if have « Use HCP BMPs « Calculate credits « Certificate of
within HCP habitat « Purchase Inclusion
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How Much Will it Cost

» The question in context is which option is more affordable
under the ESA regulations in our area?
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Project
Proposal

Local
Gov't

Local

USFWS

USFW5

Local
Gov't

Re-Design

USFWS
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THURSTON COUNTY

SINCE 1852




How Much Will it Cost

County-Led HCP Is More Affordable

ES FIGURE 3. Summary of Incremental Effects of Adopting a County-Led HCP

SOURCE: ECONorthwest Analysis

MOST FEASIBLE HCP SCENARID

> Townhomes
g Single Family 32 + 646 [ counrv.Lep
% Industrial 16 + 107 B FRIVATE
g Commercial 1 + 257
§ Apartments
0 200 400 400 800 FEASIBLE PARCELS

According to EcoNW study:
“The county-led HCP reduces the overall cost of ESA compliance for

most landowners and makes more parcels financially feasible to
develop”



How Much Will it Cost

Mitigation Fees

A
The amount of mitigation is
influenced by: 3 $
. . <
1. The quality of the habitat 5
2. The size of the impact s
o
=
-Less Preferred soil ~ -Preferred soils -Gophers
-More than 656 -W/in 656' of present
from gophers gophers

HABITAT QUALITY



Mitigation Fees

How to control the cost?




Land Acquisition
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Land Acquisition

The County is in Land acquisition mode

Contact the County’s buyer liaison,

Evan Parker at 360-556-0107 or
evan.parker@kiddercom F\/

HCP Service Areas

Need land here now

Need land here later
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Questions?

Christina Chaput, Planning Manager
Christina.Chaput@co.Thurston.wa.us
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