Stormwater Facilities & Maintenance
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Stormwater treatment wetlands are shallow, man-made
ponds designed to treat stormwater using the biological
processes of emergent aquatic plants, soils, and
associated microbes.

While removal of
specific pollutants (like
phosphorus) can be
highly variable in
constructed wetlands,
these facilities have
shown to be effective in
the removal of
sediment, metals, and
pollutants that bind to
soils and organic acids.

Combined constructed wetland and detention ponds occupy a
similar amount of surface area as regular detention ponds -
while also providing habitat, runoff treatment, flow control,

and a more aesthetically pleasing facility.

Protect county roads from flooding.

Constructed wetland designs and their maintenance features
are similar to wet ponds. With constructed wetlands, there
are two cells separated by a berm, where pretreatment is
accomplished in the settling cell. Because of this, more
regular sediment removal will be required in the settling
cell than the wetland cell. Furthermore, unlike wet ponds,
plant vigor and biomass are primary design concerns, not
water volume (as with wet ponds). Both cells will accumulate
organic matter “deltas” in the bottom of the marsh, which
should be removed (typically every 8-10 years).

For additional information regarding stormwater management in Thurston County,
reference our Stormwater Drainage Manual at DM.ThurstonStormwater.org.

Call us with any questions at (360) 754-4681
Join our mailing list @ Join.ThurstonStormwater.org
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