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Ballots mailed
Last day for remote registrations and updates
to existing registrations online, by mail, at voter
registration drives, etc. Must be received by an
election official.
February 11 You can register or change your address until 8 p.m.
Election Day Must be done in person at your county’s Auditor’s
Office.
February 21 County Certification

Mary Hall

AUDITOR

Dear Thurston County Voter,

This February election, you will vote on ballot measures for your school district. The decision you make will
directly impact your local schools and community. If you have any questions about the measures on the
ballot, please contact the school district.
If you have election questions or need a replacement ballot, we are ready to help. All 28 ballot drop boxes
will be open around the clock beginning January 22. You can vote and return your ballot as early as the day
you receive it.
We need your help to make sure your vote is counted. During every election we receive ballots that we
can’t count for one reason or another. Here are some common reasons that prevent us from counting your
vote:
• Returning the security envelope only. If we don’t have a signed declaration, we can’t count your ballot.
When you return the security envelope alone, we have no way to contact you. These ballots can’t be
counted.
• No signature on the return envelope voter declaration. State law requires you sign the declaration for
your vote to be counted.
• Signature doesn’t match the one we have on file. Copying someone’s signature is nearly impossible and
our signature checkers are trained by the Washington State Patrol. Don’t sign a voter declaration for
anyone else, even for your spouse or child. If we challenge your signature, we send you a letter the same
day to ask you to update your signature. If the update matches the signature on the ballot, we can count
it.
• Using power of attorney to sign a ballot. Power of attorney cannot be used to sign someone else’s ballot.
• Late postmark. We can’t count ballots that have postmarks after Election Day. If you turn in your ballot
near Election Day, use one of our drop boxes instead of the mail.
For this February election, all ballots must be postmarked by Election Day, February 11, or deposited into a
ballot drop by 8:00pm on election night.
March Presidential Primary
This year’s Presidential Primary is the first in the history of our state in which your ballot will have a direct
impact on who each party’s nominee will be. Please take this historic opportunity to vote for the candidate
you wish to appear on the ballot next November.
Sincerely,
Mary Hall
Thurston County Auditor
Elections
2000 Lakeridge Dr SW, Bldg 1, Rm 118
Olympia, WA 98502
Phone: 360.786.5408
Fax: 360.786.5223

Ballot Processing Center
2905 29th Avenue SW, Ste E & F
Tumwater, WA 98512
Phone: 360.786.5408
Fax: 360.705.3518

Financial Services
929 Lakeridge Dr SW, Rm 226
Olympia, WA 98502
Phone: 360.786.5402
Fax: 360.357.2481

711 Washington Relay

Licensing and Recording
2000 Lakeridge Dr SW, Bldg 1, Rm 106
Olympia, WA 98502
Licensing phone: 360.786.5406
Recording Phone: 360.786.5405
Fax: 360.786.5223
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Griffin School District No. 324

Proposition No. 1 Educational Programs and Operations Replacement Levy
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of Griffin School District No. 324 passed
Resolution No. 19-20-01 concerning educational funding. This
proposition authorizes the District to levy the following excess
taxes, to replace an expiring levy, on all taxable property within
the District, to support the District’s educational programs, district
operations, required non-high fees and other expenses which are
not funded by the State:
Collection
Years
2021
2022
2023
2024

Approximate Levy Rate/$1,000
Assessed Value
$2.08
$2.18
$2.27
$2.34

Levy
Amount
$2,500,000
$2,750,000
$3,000,000
$3,250,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 19-20-01.

Griffin School District seeks approval to authorize a four-year
Educational Programs and Operations Levy to replace the district’s
expiring four- year levy. Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow
the levy of $2,500,000 in property taxes within Griffin School
District No. 324 for collection in 2021, the levy of $2,750,000 for
collection in 2022, the levy of $3,000,000 for collection in 2023,
and the levy of $3,250,000 for collection in 2024, on all taxable
property within the District, to support the District’s educational
programs and operations and support the districts obligation to pay
non-high fees required by law to educate Griffin high school
students attending Olympia School Districts high schools.
If authorized by the voters, and based on projected assessed
valuation information, estimated levy rates per $1,000 of assessed
value would be $2.08 (2021 collection); $2.18 (2022 collection);
$2.27 (2023 collection); and $2.34 (2024 collection). The exact levy
rate shall be adjusted based upon the actual assessed value of the
property within the District at the time of the levy.

Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

For Statement

The Educational Programs and Operations Replacement Levy
or Proposition No. 1 is essential to address the shortfall the
McCleary decision created for districts like Griffin. It replaces the
maintenance and operations levy expiring in 2020.
A yes vote by Griffin voters would ensure the continuation of vital
educational programs at Griffin including athletics, transportation
costs, food service, utilities, general repairs, as well as teaching
related costs and supplies. In addition, this levy is also used to pay
the non-high fee Griffin pays to Olympia School District so that high
school students can continue to attend high schools in the Olympia
School District. The non-high fee is paid annually and is based on a
percentage of Griffin students attending high school.

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for
education” of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The
McCleary decision requires that the state amply fund education.
Recently, the legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to
all districts to meet its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has
determined that the requirements of its decision have been met.

Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of
private schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the
past few years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike
for raises eating up much of the additional funding from the state.
Alternative education choices (charter schools) are hampered by
If you vote yes, you will be voting for an estimated levy rate per
lawsuits, mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This
thousand of $2.08 collected in 2021, $2.18 collected in 2022, $2.27 limits lower income education alternatives to public schools. Are
collected in 2023, and $2.34 collected in 2024. Griffin’s mission is to you satisfied with that education? Parents are better judges of
create lifelong learners leading productive healthy and responsible what is good for their children.
lives. A yes vote shows a strong support of this mission. Vote yes
for Proposition No. 1 on February 11th.
Check your state and district report cards on the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
Thank you for your yes vote!
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
Yes for Griffin Kids: Jolene Ungren (360.790.4002)
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
about.
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.” Educate
yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance” (https://tinyurl.
com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply funding education.
Massive state tax increases have been imposed. Local taxes are
for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos don’t consider
safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment, and teachers,
essential. Alternative education solutions are ignored. Quality
education is sacrificed. Take back your schools. Send a message.
Vote No.
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Rebuttal of Against Statement

The McCleary “fix” was not really a “fix”. It was really a blanket
funding design that was unfairly distributed to local school
districts. Griffin is an exceptional school district that provides
quality education to students in our community. Please vote yes
for school levies. It’s these levies that continue to help supplement
the constant changes in funding and legislative “fixes”. Griffin kids
deserve it! Our kids need your yes vote!

Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.

!

Griffin School District No. 324

Proposition No. 2 School Safety, Property Improvements, Capital Projects and Technology Levy
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of Griffin School District No. 324 adopted
Resolution No. 19-20-02 concerning a school safety, property
improvements, capital projects and technology levy. The
proposition authorizes modernization of facilities by implementing
property, technology, school safety, and facilities improvements
including application and infrastructure improvements for
technology systems, safety, operations and instruction, and
payments to Olympia School District for high school capital
improvements; and authorizes the following excess levies for such
purposes on all taxable property within the District:
Collection Years Approximate Levy Rate/$1,000
Assessed Value
2021
$0.629
2022
$0.611
all as provided in Resolution No. 19-20-02.

Levy
Amount
$755,000
$755,000

Should this proposition be approved?

The Griffin School District seeks voter approval to authorize a School
Safety, Property Improvements, Capital Projects and Technology
Levy as adopted in Resolution 19-20-02 by the Board of Directors.
The District seeks to continue modernizing the safety and security
of its facilities, completing operational and structural improvements,
and enhancing its educational technology plan. As a non-high school
district, Griffin is required to pay Olympia SD for costs related to
the continued education of Griffin high school students attending
a high school in the Olympia SD. Such payments for capital and
technological improvements are required as current and future
projects take place within the Olympia SD.
Current sources of revenue are not sufficient to allow for these
expenditures. Passage of Proposition No. 2 would allow the levy
of $755,000 in property taxes for collection in 2021 and 2022.
Estimated levy rates per $1,000 of assessed value would be $0.629
(2021 collection) and $0.611 (2022 collection). Exact levy rates shall
be adjusted based upon the actual assessed value of the property at
the time of the levy.

Yes
No

For Statement

Please vote yes on February 11, 2020 for Griffin’s School Safety,
Property Improvements, Capital Projects and Technology Levy.

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for education”
of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The McCleary
Proposition No. 2 is a replacement levy that will help continue
decision requires that the state amply fund education. Recently, the
funding school safety upgrades including the continued
legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to all districts to meet
modernization of Griffin’s security and other facility systems.
its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has determined that the
Safety is always a focus for schools and continued funding will help requirements of its decision have been met.
Griffin School District with projects related to the security of the
campus. This levy will also continue to pay for updated technology Facts:
costs and allow Griffin to offer the most up-to-date technology
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of private
for staff and students. In addition, Griffin uses these levy funds to schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the past few
pay Olympia School District for costs related to the education of
years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike for raises
Griffin’s high School students. This payment is required annually
eating up much of the additional funding from the state. Alternative
and pays for capital projects and technology improvements for
education choices (charter schools) are hampered by lawsuits,
current and future projects at Capital High School in Olympia
mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This limits lower
School District.
income education alternatives to public schools. Are you satisfied
with that education? Parents are better judges of what is good for
This levy replaces the current three-year levy that expires in 2020. their children.
The rates per thousand are low and are in keeping with Griffin’s
goal of relatively flat rates. The rates per thousand are $0.629 for Check your state and district report cards on the Office
2021 and $0.611 for 2022. Over a two-year period, this levy will
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
allow the district to collect $755,000 in 2021 and $755,000 in 2022 washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
for a total levy amount of $1,510,000.
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
Thank you for your yes vote!
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
Yes for Griffin Kids: Jolene Ungren (360.790.4002)
about.
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.” Educate
yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance” (https://tinyurl.
com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply funding education.
Massive state tax increases have been imposed. Local taxes are
for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos don’t consider
safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment, and teachers,
essential. Alternative education solutions are ignored. Quality
education is sacrificed. Take back your schools. Send a message.
Vote No.

Rebuttal of Against Statement

The McCleary “fix” was not really a “fix”. It was really a blanket
funding design that was unfairly distributed to local school
districts. Griffin is an exceptional school district that provides
quality education to students in our community. Please vote yes
for school levies. It’s these levies that continue to help supplement
the constant changes in funding and legislative “fixes”. Griffin kids
deserve it! Our kids need your yes vote!

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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North Thurston Public Schools

Proposition No. 1 Replacement of Expiring Levy for Educational Programs and Operations
Ballot Title
Explanatory Statement
The Board of Directors of North Thurston Public Schools approved
Resolution No. 4-19/20 authorizing an educational programs
replacement levy. The proposition would fund day-to-day school
operations to meet student needs not funded by the state such as
STEM, college and career readiness, arts, athletics, and additional
staff including teachers, nurses, mental health specialists, and
counselors. It would authorize the District to levy the following
excess taxes to replace an expiring levy on all taxable property.
Collection
Years
2021
2022
2023
2024

Approximate Levy Rate/$1,000
Assessed Value
$2.50
$2.50
$2.50
$2.50

Passage of Proposition 1 would authorize North Thurston Public
Schools to renew an expiring levy for educational programs
and operations by levying $43,125,000 for collection in 2021,
$45,700,000 for collection in 2022, $48,250,000 for collection in
2023 and $50,875,000 for collection in 2024. In accordance with
Resolution No. 4-19/20 approving this proposition, these amounts
would be used to pay for day-to-day school operations to meet
student needs not funded by the State, such as STEM, college
and career readiness, job training, arts, athletics, and additional
staff including teachers, nurses, mental health specialists and
counselors.

Levy Amount
$43,125,000
$45,700,000
$48,250,000
$50,875,000

Based on projected assessed valuation information, the District
estimates tax rates of $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value for
collection in 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. Under State law, tax
exemptions may be available to homeowners age 61 or older,
and disabled persons who meet certain income requirements.
For information regarding exemptions, call the Thurston County
Assessor at (360) 867-2000.

Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

For Statement

Against Statement

North Thurston schools are more than great places to learn –
they’re great places to prepare for the future! North Thurston
students receive a world-class education that opens doors to good
careers and fulfilling lives. Like all school districts in Washington
state, North Thurston relies on voter-approved levies for basic
funding not provided by the state. That’s why it’s crucial to renew
the North Thurston Educational Programs & Operations (EP&O) levy.

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for
education” of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The
McCleary decision requires that the state amply fund education.
Recently, the legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to
all districts to meet its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has
determined that the requirements of its decision have been met.

The EP&O levy is essential in preparing local students for the future.
It provides funding for science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) education, as well as arts, athletics, and activities, enabling
North Thurston students to succeed in the global economy. This
levy also helps ensure our students are prepared to pursue skilled
trades, military service, or higher education. Finally, it funds
additional staffing not covered by the state – including school
nurses, mental health specialists, and counselors.

Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of
private schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the
past few years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike
for raises eating up much of the additional funding from the state.
Alternative education choices (charter schools) are hampered by
lawsuits, mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This
limits lower income education alternatives to public schools. Are
you satisfied with that education? Parents are better judges of
what is good for their children.

This levy is not a new tax! It renews an existing voter-approved
levy. All funds raised by this levy will stay in North Thurston schools.
Additionally, this levy will result in a lower tax rate than voters have
previously approved. Join your neighbors and continue the North
Thurston legacy of learning. Vote Yes!
Endorsed by: Lacey South Sound Chamber; Thurston County
Chamber; Thurston County Realtors; South Sound YMCA; North
Thurston Education Association; Kim Wyman; Senator Sam Hunt;
Former Mayor Virgil Clarkson; Mayor Andy Ryder; Insurance
Commissioner Mike Kreidler; County Commissioners Tye Mesner,
Gary Edwards, and John Hutchings; and more at RenewNTPS.com.
North Thurston Citizens for Schools: Kim Wyman, Sam Hunt, Virgil
Clarkson (rweigelt@comcast.net, www.renewntps.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement

Raise your expectations. Demand more bang for the buck. Only 61%
of NTPS students meet grade level standards for English on stateadministered tests. This is not world-class education. NTPS is not
achieving acceptable outcomes. Survey parents’ satisfaction. Don’t
pay nearly a quarter billion tax dollars and get the same results.
Don’t throw good money after bad. Necessities must be amply
funded by the State not by levies. Send a message. Vote no.
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51% of NTPS students meet grade level standards. 73% of 9thgraders are on track to graduate. Is that good enough for you
– and them? Published 2017-18 outcomes are sub-par. NTPS
is using our children to justify more taxes. Local school district
expenditures beyond the basic education required to satisfy
McCleary are extras, not essentials. Local funding of essentials is
what McCleary was all about.
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample NTPS School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com), Andrea Sehmel

Rebuttal of Against Statement

The opposition statement is false. This EP&O levy sustains
critical funding not provided by the state. For example, state
funding provides only 2 nurses for our 22 schools. Local voters
understand the importance of student support such as nurses,
counselors, arts, athletics, special education, and STEM. Reflecting
state funding changes, the District is only asking for 12% of the
total operating budget, compared to 23% in the past. Vote Yes to
continue this critical funding.

Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.
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North Thurston Public Schools

Proposition No. 2 General Obligation Bonds - $275,200,000
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of North Thurston Public Schools approved
Resolution #5-19/20 concerning this proposition for bonds. This
proposition authorizes the District to renovate River Ridge High
and Komachin Middle Schools; replace roofs and upgrade HVAC
systems at Horizons, Seven Oaks and Meadows Elementary
Schools; make safety, security and accessibility improvements
districtwide; and reinvest in community shared playgrounds and
athletic fields, by issuing $275,200,000 of general obligation
bonds maturing within 21 years; and to levy excess property taxes
annually to repay the bonds, as described in Resolution #5-19/20.
Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

For Statement

North Thurston Public Schools are among the South Sound’s
best! They help make our community a great place to work, live,
and raise a family. However, many of our district’s schools need
repairs or upgrades. To address these needs, North Thurston
Public Schools brought together parents, teachers, students, and
community members to identify important and cost-effective
projects. This bond proposal reflects the Facility Advisory
Committee’s recommendations.
The bond’s first focus is equity. All students should have access to
a safe, warm, and dry learning environment. This bond will provide
critical renovations for River Ridge High School and Komachin
Middle School. It will also provide needed roof replacements
and heating/cooling upgrades for Horizons, Seven Oaks, and
Meadows Elementary Schools. Finally, this proposal covers facility
improvements at every neighborhood school.
The bond’s other important focus is safety. It ensures that
all schools have secure entrances, as well as improved traffic
safety, fencing, and security lighting. This proposal also upgrades
emergency crisis communications systems. Additionally, your vote
supports improvements under the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), ensuring accessible schools.

Passage of Proposition 2 would allow North Thurston Public Schools
to finance critical facility needs by issuing bonds. If this proposition
is approved, the District will renovate River Ridge High School and
Komachin Middle School. It will also replace roofs and upgrade HVAC
systems at Horizons, Seven Oaks and Meadows Elementary Schools.
In addition, this proposition would enable the District to make
safety, security, asset preservation and accessibility improvements
District-wide and reinvest in community shared playgrounds and
athletic fields.
If approved, the District expects to receive approximately
$34,000,000 in State matching funds to complete these projects.
The $275,200,000 of general obligation bonds would mature within
21 years and be repaid from annual excess property tax levies.
Under State law, tax exemptions may be available to homeowners
age 61 or older, and disabled persons who meet certain income
requirements. For information regarding exemptions, call the
Thurston County Assessor at (360) 867-2000.

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for education”
of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The McCleary
decision requires that the state amply fund education. Recently, the
legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to all districts to meet
its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has determined that the
requirements of its decision have been met.
Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of private
schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the past few
years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike for raises
eating up much of the additional funding from the state. Alternative
education choices (charter schools) are hampered by lawsuits,
mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This limits lower
income education alternatives to public schools. Are you satisfied
with that education? Parents are better judges of what is good for
their children.

Check your state and district report cards on the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
This measure is also financially sound. The combined tax rate
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
for the bond and levy is lower than taxpayers have previously
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
approved. No wonder the bond is supported by everyone from Kim about.
Wyman to Senator Sam Hunt and former Mayor Virgil Clarkson,
to the Lacey South Sound Chamber, Thurston County Chamber,
Vote No:
Thurston County Realtors, plus many more at RenewNTPS.com.
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
We hope North Thurston students can count on your support, too. practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
Vote Approved!
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
North Thurston Citizens for Schools: Kim Wyman, Sam Hunt, Virgil
Clarkson (rweigelt@comcast.net, www.renewntps.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.”
Educate yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance” (https://
tinyurl.com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply funding
education. Massive state tax increases have been imposed. Local
taxes are for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos don’t
consider safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment, and
teachers, essential. Alternative education solutions are ignored.
Quality education is sacrificed. Take back your schools. Send a
message. Vote No.

Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of Against Statement

The opposition statement simply doesn’t address this bond
proposal, or our North Thurston community. State funding doesn’t
cover local building construction – it never has. This bond helps
ensure students have safe, warm, and healthy learning spaces, while
keeping the tax rate lower than voters have previously approved.
Tax dollars stay in our community by creating local construction
jobs. This bond is a responsible, much-needed investment in our
community’s strengths. Vote Approved!

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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Tips to make sure your ballot is counted

				 Late post marks can’t be accepted. If it’s Election Day and you
				 haven’t mailed your ballot, put it in one of our 28 drop boxes!
				 Return your entire ballot packet, especially the outer envelope
				
that you sign. If you only return the security envelope, we have no
				
signed declaration and it won’t get counted.
Be sure to sign the voter declaration. If you don’t sign your envelope, we will send you a
declaration and a postage paid return envelope. If you don’t return it, we can’t count your
ballot.
Make note of how you signed when you first
registered and make sure you sign this way on
your return envelope. This is what we use to verify
your signature. If your signature has changed,
contact us to update it. Don’t sign someone
else’s voter declaration or have anyone else sign
for you, even a spouse or child. We will challenge
the signature. If we challenge your signature, we
send you a letter asking you to update your
signature. If the update matches the signature on
the ballot, we can count it.
Power of attorney cannot be used to sign someone else’s ballot. If you can’t sign
consistently, make any mark on the signature line and have two witnesses sign.

Find the closest drop box at
ThurstonVotes.org
or on page 18.
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Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.

Olympia School District No. 111

Proposition No. 1 Replacement of Expiring Levy for Educational Programs and Operations
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of Olympia School District adopted
Resolution No. 598 authorizing an educational programs
replacement levy. This proposition authorizes the District to levy
the following excess taxes on taxable property within the District,
to fund general expenses of maintenance and operations of the
District, such as, additional teachers for science, mathematics, fine
arts and special needs education; school nurses; mental health and
security staff; athletics and extracurricular opportunities:
Collection
Estimated Levy Rate/$1,000
Years
Assessed Value
2021
$2.50
2022
$2.50
2023
$2.50
2024
$2.50
as provided in Resolution No. 598.

Maximum
Levy Amount
$30,900,000
$31,970,000
$34,200,000
$36,500,000

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would replace an expiring levy,
and allow the levy of $30,900,000 in property taxes within
Olympia School District No. 111 for collection in 2021, the levy
of $31,970,000 for collection in 2022, the levy of $34,200,000 for
collection in 2023, and the levy of $36,500,000 for collection in
2024, on all taxable property within the District, to support the
District’s educational programs and operations and properly meet
the educational needs of the students attending District schools.
In accordance with Resolution No. 598, these taxes would be
collected over four years and deposited in the District’s General
Fund to pay part of the educational programs and operations
support of the District. If authorized by the voters, and based on
projected assessed valuation information, estimated levy rates
per $1,000 of assessed value would be $2.50 (2021 collection);
$2.50 (2022 collection); $2.50 (2023 collection); and $2.50 (2024
collection). The exact levy rate shall be adjusted based upon the
actual assessed value of the property within the District at the
time of the levy.

Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

For Statement

Against Statement

Yes! Not a New Tax — Replacement of an Expiring Levy
Proposition 1 is not a new tax. It replaces an expiring educational
programs and operations levy which was approved by voters in 2016
and expires in 2020.

Our School Board Directors seem to express no shame in asking
for even more money. In fact, they jump straight to the maximum
levy rate allowed by law ($2.50 per $1000 assessed property value).
Further, their proposal adds unchecked automatic tax increases
over the 4 years!

Yes! Renew Our Commitment — Help Every Child Succeed
Your support of this levy is a vote to continue funding neighborhood
schools and providing students with a quality education. We can
all be proud of Olympia’s continued strong graduation rates, clean
financial audits, students who participate in a wide variety of
educational programs, and graduates who successfully go on to
achieve in post-secondary educational and career opportunities.

Yes! Supports Day-to-Day Operations
Local levy dollars make up about 16 percent of the school district’s
day-to-day operations and fund classroom and districtwide
support staff not funded through state basic education such as
paraeducators, school nurses, social and mental health supports,
and security. The levy also funds basic educational programs and
operations, including athletic and extracurricular activities, visual
and performing arts programs, transportation outside of the basic
school day and maintenance and operations not funded through
state basic education.
Yes! Quality Schools = Strong Communities
Please vote yes to renew this four-year levy and ensure continued
support for Olympia students. Nearly 10,000 Olympia School District
students need your yes vote!
Olympia Citizens for Schools: Joe Ingoglia (360.951.6908,
olympiacitizensforschools@gmail.com), Cheryl Selby and Ernie
Rascon

Rebuttal of For Statement

Please don’t be fooled. They state that this isn’t a new tax, just a
continuation of the last levy but that one was passed before the
Supreme Court declared the state had fully covered the funding of
basic education (June 7th, 2018). Voting no this one time will create
more accountability.

As both parents of students and taxpaying/voting homeowners,
we offer a statement in opposition of this maximum levy. The
electorate (property owners and renters) already pay the maximum
allowed by law for costs (operations/maintenance) which are fully
funded via the model approved by the legislature. However, our
district declares this funding model to be unfair, even though it won
broad support statewide with many districts greatly benefiting.

Prudence dictates that the directors take a closer look at financial
options and demonstrate that they are being good stewards of
taxpayer money. Have they: established effective cost savings
programs, scrutinized every expenditure, and held administrators
fully accountable so the “real needs” are funded and the lower
priority or wasteful “wants” trimmed or cast aside? Their approach
to fiscal decisions seem to indicate otherwise as one source shows
that the annual budget has ballooned to $147,000,000 and annual
debt payments to $9,000,000. Much higher than the national
average.
So, we strongly recommend voting “no” on this proposal (just
this one time) to send a clear message to our directors: callously
jumping to the maximum levy taxation our existing law allows is
disrespectful to taxpayers and unnecessarily strains the natural
good will of the electorate.
Citizens for Levy Accountability: Doug McClanahan
(CFLA123456789@gmail.com), Eric Weppler

Rebuttal of Against Statement

Due to the new state funding model, our district is more
dependent on school levies to pay for students’ educational needs.
Many Puget Sound districts received funding increases. Olympia
did not.
The $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed valuation is only 1 cent more
than our 2020 tax rate. The levy pays for programs and services
that the state does not fund. For example, the state only pays for
1.5 of our 12 school nurses

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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Rainier School District No. 307

Proposition No. 1 Replacement School Programs and Operations Levy
Ballot Title
Explanatory Statement
The Board of Directors of Rainier School District adopted
Resolution No. 280 authorizing an educational programs
replacement levy. This proposition authorizes the District to
levy the following excess taxes, to replace an expiring levy on
all taxable property within the District to maintain and support
the District’s educational programs and operations, that are not
funded or not fully funded by the State:
Collection
Estimated Levy Rate/$1,000
Years
Assessed Value
2021
$2.50
2022
$2.50
2023
$2.50
2024
$2.50
all as provided in Resolution #280.

Levy Amount
$1,678,103
$1,879,475
$2,105,012
$2,357,614

Should this proposition be approved?

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would replace an expiring levy, and
allow the levy of $1,678,103 in property taxes within Rainier School
District No. 307 for collection in 2021, the levy of $1,879,475 for
collection in 2022, the levy of $2,105,012 for collection in 2023,
and the levy of $2,357,614 for collection in 2024, on all taxable
property within the District, to support the District’s educational
programs and operations and properly meet the educational
needs of the students attending District schools. In accordance
with Resolution No.280, these taxes would be collected over four
years and deposited in the District’s General Fund to pay part of
the educational program and operations support of the District.
If authorized by the voters, and based on projected assessed
valuation information, estimated levy rates per $1,000 of assessed
value would be $2.50 (2021 collection); $2.50 (2022 collection);
$2.50 (2023 collection); and $2.50 (2024 collection). The exact levy
rate shall be adjusted based upon the actual assessed value of the
property within the District at the time of the levy.

Yes
No

For Statement

No statement was submitted.
Citizens for Rainier Schools: Bob Gibson (www.facebook.com/
citizensforrainierschools), Evette Gibson, Cheri Davis

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for
education” of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The
McCleary decision requires that the state amply fund education.
Recently, the legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to
all districts to meet its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has
determined that the requirements of its decision have been met.
Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of
private schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the
past few years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike
for raises eating up much of the additional funding from the state.
Alternative education choices (charter schools) are hampered by
lawsuits, mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This
limits lower income education alternatives to public schools. Are
you satisfied with that education? Parents are better judges of what
is good for their children.
Check your state and district report cards on the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
about.
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement
No rebuttal submitted.
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Rebuttal of Against Statement
No rebuttal submitted.

Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.

!

2020 Election Calendar

2020 is a big year for elections. There will be five county-wide
elections this year:
February 11, 2020
March 10, 2020
April 28, 2020
August 4, 2020
November 3, 2020

February Special Election
March Presidential Primary
April Special Election
August Primary Election
November General Election

What does this mean?
We have overlap between the February, March, and April elections. Just
be sure to double check that you are putting the right ballot in the right
envelope.
Coming soon: Your March Presidential Primary ballot will be mailed on
February 19.

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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Rochester School District No. 401

Proposition No. 1 Replacement of Expiring Levy for Educational Programs and Operations
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of Rochester School District approved
Resolution No. 19-10 authorizing an educational programs
replacement levy. The proposition would fund day-to-day school
operations not funded by the state including college and skilled
trades readiness; arts and athletics; curriculum materials;
technology; and additional staff including nurses, counselors and
school resource officers and authorizes the District to levy the
following excess taxes to replace an expiring levy on all taxable
property.
Collection
Approximate Levy Rate/
Years
$1,000 of Assessed Value
2021
$2.50
2022
$2.50
2023
$2.50
2024
$2.50
Should this proposition be approved?

Levy Amount
$3,732,229
$4,105,452
$4,515,997
$4,967,597

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would replace and expiring levy, and
allow the levy of $3,732,229 in property taxes within Rochester
School District No. 401 for collection in 2021, the levy of $4,105,452
for collection in 2022, the levy of $4,515,997 for collection in 2023,
and the levy of $4,967,597 for collection in 2024, on all taxable
property within the District, to support the District’s educational
programs and operations and properly meet the educational needs
of the students attending District schools. In accordance with
Resolution No. 19-10, these taxes would be collected over four
years and deposited in the District’s General Fund to pay part of
the educational program and operations support of the District. If
authorized by the voters, and based on projected assessed valuation
information, estimated levy rates per $1,000 of assessed value would
be $2.50 (2021 collection); $2.50 (2022 collection); $2.50 (2023
collection); and $2.50 (2024 collection). The exact levy rate shall be
adjusted based upon the actual assessed value of the property within
the District at the time of the levy.

Yes
No

For Statement

Thriving schools require community supported levy funding! Levy
funds provide programs such as, college and career readiness
courses (including instruction in the skilled trades), K-8 art and
music education, special education services, athletics, and
activities. The replacement levy also funds additional staffing
critical to meeting the needs of our children, including nurses,
counselors, and school resource officers. Finally, the replacement
levy covers the cost of equipment, supplies and materials
necessary to successfully operate our schools, including textbooks,
technology, emergency supplies and utilities.
The continuation of essential programs and services for Rochester
students is dependent upon passing this replacement levy. The
replacement levy is not a new tax. The levy approved by voters
in 2016, at an estimated tax rate of $3.97, expires in 2020. This
replacement levy has a lower estimated tax rate of $2.50. The
state’s new McCleary funding doesn’t fully support our students’
educational needs, so the levy is essential.

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for education”
of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The McCleary
decision requires that the state amply fund education. Recently, the
legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to all districts to meet
its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has determined that the
requirements of its decision have been met.
Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of private
schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the past few
years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike for raises
eating up much of the additional funding from the state. Alternative
education choices (charter schools) are hampered by lawsuits,
mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This limits lower
income education alternatives to public schools. Are you satisfied
with that education? Parents are better judges of what is good for
their children.

Check your state and district report cards on the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
Support Rochester Schools Citizen’s Committee: Amanda Singleton justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
(360.701.5779, yesrsd@rainierconnect.com), Don Melton, Karen
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
Sanchez
about.
100% of levy funds stay in our district. Strong schools = strong
communities. We urge you to vote yes for the replacement levy.
Our kids are counting on all of us!

Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.” Educate
yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance” (https://tinyurl.
com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply funding education.
Massive state tax increases have been imposed. Local taxes are
for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos don’t consider
safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment, and teachers,
essential. Alternative education solutions are ignored. Quality
education is sacrificed. Take back your schools. Send a message.
Vote No.
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Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of Against Statement

McCleary decision limits the amount per $1,000 assessed valuation
to $2.50, down from our previously community approved $3.79.
McClearly does not make up for that deficit. This replacement levy
is not asking for additional taxes. Your yes vote allows our district
to continue providing critical education for our students including
special education, counselors, nurses, safety and more which are not
included as essentials funded by McCleary. Vote yes for the future of
our community!

Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.

!

Rochester School District No. 401

Proposition No. 2
Capital Improvement and School Construction General Obligation Bonds - $57,490,000
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of Rochester School District No. 401
adopted Resolution No. 19-11 concerning a proposition to finance
capital improvements to its facilities. This proposition would
authorize the District to provide District-wide upgrades to safety
and security systems, and construct renovations and an expansion
to Rochester High School; issue $57,490,000 of general obligation
bonds maturing within 20 years; and levy annual excess property
tax levies to pay such bonds, as provided in Resolution No. 19-11.
Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

Passage of Proposition No. 2 will authorize Rochester School
District No. 401 to borrow $57,490,000 by issuing general
obligation bonds. In accordance with Resolution No. 19-11
approving this proposition, the bonds will provide funds to
make Districtwide upgrades and additions of safety and security
systems and other capital improvements to other district systems
as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors of the District,
expansion and modernization of Rochester High School including
all necessary appurtenances, equipment, fixtures and furnishings,
including technology improvements, acquire and install all such
other capital improvements to the District deemed necessary by
the Board, and pay the ancillary costs of planning, engineering,
architectural, construction management of such improvements and
professional fees related to the issuance of the bonds. The bonds
would be repaid out of annual property tax levies over a period not
to exceed 20 years.
Exemptions from taxes may be available to certain homeowners. To
determine if you qualify, call your county assessor.

For Statement

Our school district worked closely with the citizens of Rochester
to put forth a prudent and well-planned proposal to address
the district’s most urgent facility needs. With safety as the top
priority, this bond package will provide secure entries at all
schools, update crisis communication systems, and enhance the
safety in our parking lots by improving traffic flow.
The bond will also expand and modernize Rochester High School.
Due to growth in our community, RHS is extremely overcrowded.
Built for 450, RHS currently educates 662 students. RHS is
30 years old and experiencing regular need for repairs as its
heating, cooling and other systems have reached the end of their
expected lifespans. The project will include the addition of a new
classroom wing. Classes held in portables will be relocated inside
the building. New and expanded spaces will better accommodate
career and technical education (including skilled trades), athletic
activities, and band, choir and theater performances. The
proposed plans have taken into account feedback of hundreds of
community members. Great time and attention has been given to
keeping construction costs down, the long term maintenance of
the school affordable, and our kids safe.
It’s been 20 years since our community last voted to update our
schools. Those projects were completed on-time, under-budget,
and will be fully paid for in 2020. Passing the bond qualifies RSD
for $18,500,000 in state construction assistance funding to reduce
local costs.
It’s time to vote yes again. Rochester schools are a great
investment!
Support Rochester Schools Citizen’s Committee: Amanda Singleton
(360.701.5779, yesrsd@rainierconnect.com), Don Melton, Karen
Sanchez

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.” Educate
yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance” (https://tinyurl.
com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply funding education.
Massive state tax increases have been imposed. Local taxes are
for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos don’t consider
safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment, and teachers,
essential. Alternative education solutions are ignored. Quality
education is sacrificed. Take back your schools. Send a message.
Vote No.

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for
education” of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The
McCleary decision requires that the state amply fund education.
Recently, the legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to
all districts to meet its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has
determined that the requirements of its decision have been met.
Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of
private schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the
past few years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike
for raises eating up much of the additional funding from the state.
Alternative education choices (charter schools) are hampered by
lawsuits, mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This
limits lower income education alternatives to public schools. Are
you satisfied with that education? Parents are better judges of what
is good for their children.
Check your state and district report cards on the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
about.
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of Against Statement

This is a replacement Bond as the previous bond is paid in full
in 2020. This funding will be used in conjunction with the State
provided assistance of $18,500,000.00. Building costs will continue
to increase. Replacing essential outdated equipment, updating
the facilities and crisis communication systems is critical to our
students success and safety. Rochester School District has been a
good steward of voter approved funds and it is time to vote yes for
schools!

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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Tenino School District No. 402

Proposition No. 1 Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy
Explanatory Statement
Ballot Title
The Board of Directors of Tenino School District No. 402 adopted
Resolution No. 3:19-20, concerning a proposition to finance
educational programs and operations expenses. This proposition
would authorize the District to levy the following excess taxes,
replacing an expiring levy, on all taxable property within the
District, for educational programs and operations expenses not
funded by the State (school safety, athletics, extracurricular
activities, art, music, special education, and staffing above the
state allocation):
Estimated Levy Rate/$1,000
Collection Year
Assessed Value
Levy Amount
2021
$2.50
$3,213,815
2022
$2.50
$3,535,196
2023
$2.50
$3,888,716
2024
$2.50
$4,277,587

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow the Tenino School District
to replace an existing educational programs and operations levy that
will expire at the end of calendar year 2020. The taxes collected by
this levy will be used to pay expenses of educational programs and
operations that are not funded by the State, including school safety,
athletics, extracurricular activities, art, music, special education,
and staffing above the state allocation. The proposed four-year
replacement levy would authorize the collection of taxes to provide
up to $3,213,815 in 2021, $3,535,196 in 2022, $3,888,716 in 2023,
and $4,277,587 in 2024. The tax levy rate required to produce these
levy amounts is estimated to be $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value.
The exact tax levy rate and amounts to be collected may be adjusted
based upon the limitations imposed by State law at the time of the
levy. Taxes collected by the proposed levy will provide approximately
20% of the District’s General Fund budget. Exemptions from taxes
may be available, call Thurston County – 360-867-2200.

all as provided in Resolution No. 3:19-20.
Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

For Statement

Against Statement

There are many reasons to vote “Yes”. The Levy funds programs
not funded by the State, programs that help make a huge
difference in the lives of students. Local levy funds pay for
athletics, music, art, library services, honors classes, tutoring,
counseling services, and nursing services to name a few. Our
students deserve the opportunity to play in the band, participate
in a sport or sing in the choir. Our families deserve the support
provided by the dedicated support staff in the Tenino School
District. Every student and every school in the District rely on
programs which the levy funds. There are about 1300 students in
Tenino and that means we have 1300 great reasons to vote “Yes”.

Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of private
schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the past few
years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike for raises
eating up much of the additional funding from the state. Alternative
education choices (charter schools) are hampered by lawsuits,
mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This limits lower
income education alternatives to public schools. Are you satisfied
with that education? Parents are better judges of what is good for
their children.

Strong schools = strong communities! Providing a well-rounded
quality education to kids is the key to a promising future for the
Tenino community. As long time Tenino residents and proud
senior citizens, we are in full support of Renewing the Educational
Programs and Operations Levy proposed by the Tenino School
Board.

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for education”
of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The McCleary
decision requires that the state amply fund education. Recently, the
legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to all districts to meet
its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has determined that the
requirements of its decision have been met.

Check your state and district report cards on the Office
Please vote “Yes” with us to ensure a quality education and a
bright and promising future for our kids. Vote “Yes” to Renew our of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
commitment to the children of our community.
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to justify
Thank you!
more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond the basic
education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not essentials.
Citizens for Tenino School District Committee: Hal Williams
Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all about.
(lingen@scattercreek.com), Shirley Williams, Linda Gotovac
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.”
Educate yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance”
(https://tinyurl.com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply
funding education. Massive state tax increases have been
imposed. Local taxes are for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats
& politicos don’t consider safe schools, adequate supplies,
proper equipment, and teachers, essential. Alternative education
solutions are ignored. Quality education is sacrificed. Take back
your schools. Send a message. Vote No.
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Rebuttal of Against Statement

As supporters of Tenino’s students and community we strongly
disagree with this vote ‘no’ sentiment. A no vote means school
safety, physical education, art, music, athletics, nursing services, and
all locally funded extracurricular programs are ‘extras’ and Tenino
students should not have these benefits and opportunities. Finally,
the facts are clear, the State does not fund the programs listed in the
ballot description. Vote ‘yes’ to support Tenino students.

Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.
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Mailing your ballot?

Vote early!

Don’t forget to check the pickup time
listed on the mailbox! Ballots must be
postmarked by Election Day to be
counted.
Missed the pickup time? Use a drop box!
Drop box locations are listed on page 18.

Remember, postage is free!

Save the Date! The ExpressVoteTM is coming to YOU!
Capital City Council of the Blind
Olympia Elks Lodge
1818 4th Ave E, Olympia
Saturday, January 25, 11:00 a.m.

Panorama - CNR

1600 Sleater Kinney Rd SE, Lacey
Tuesday, February 4, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Thurston County Courthouse
Auditor’s Elections Office
2000 Lakeridge Dr SW,
Bldg 1, Rm 118, Olympia

Panorama - Assisted Living

January 22 - February 11, 2020
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Olympics West Senior Living Community

February 11 - Election Day
Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

1800 Sleater Kinney Rd SE, Lacey
Tuesday, February 4, 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
929 Trosper Rd SW, Tumwater
Wednesday, February 5, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Do you want to serve on the
Voter Accessibility Advisory
Committee?
Contact Elections at
elections@co.thurston.wa.us
or 360.786.5408 for more
information.

The ExpressVote™ is a voting assistance device that enables
voters with visual impairments, cognitive/learning disabilities, or
limited mobility to vote independently and with privacy.
Voters are welcome to call us to set up an appointment
at 360.786.5408, or come to an ExpressVoteTM Roadshow
location!
Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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Tumwater School District No. 33

Proposition No. 1 Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy
Ballot Title
Explanatory Statement
The Board of Directors of Tumwater School District No. 33
adopted Resolution No. 02-19-20, authorizing a replacement levy
to continue support for educational programs. This proposition
would authorize the District to levy the following excess taxes,
replacing an expiring levy, on all taxable property within the
District, for educational programs and operations not funded
by the State (including special education, nurses, counselors,
safety staff, graduation readiness, career/technical, athletics,
extracurricular activities):
Collection Year
2021
2022
2023
2024

Estimated Levy Rate/$1,000
Assessed Value
$2.50
$2.50
$2.50
$2.50

Maximum
Levy Amount
$16,750,000
$18,100,000
$19,350,000
$20,500,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 02-19-20.

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow Tumwater School District
to replace an existing educational programs and operations levy that
will expire at the end of calendar year 2020. The taxes collected by
this levy will be used to pay expenses of educational programs and
operations that are not fully funded by the State, including special
education, nurses, counselors, librarians, safety staff, graduation
readiness, career/technical education, athletics, and extracurricular
activities.
The proposed four-year replacement levy would authorize
the collection of taxes to provide up to $16,750,000 in 2021,
$18,100,000 in 2022, $19,350,000 in 2023, and $20,500,000 in
2024. The tax levy rate required to produce these levy amounts
is estimated to be $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value. The exact
tax levy rate and amounts to be collected may be adjusted based
upon the limitations imposed by State law at the time of the levy.
Exemptions from taxes may be available, call Thurston County –
360-867-2200.

Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

For Statement

Vote “yes” on Proposition 1 to Support our Tumwater Students
Tumwater students need your “yes” vote for the Educational
Programs & Operations (EP&O) Replacement Levy. Passage of
this proposition will provide funding for the district to continue
providing the quality programs our school community counts on.

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for education”
of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The McCleary
decision requires that the state amply fund education. Recently, the
legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to all districts to meet
its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has determined that the
requirements of its decision have been met.

The EP&O Replacement Levy is not a new tax but will replace the
current levy that voters approved in 2016 and will end in 2020. The
district is asking to collect $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value for
Facts:
property owners in the district.
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of private
schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the past few
The Replacement EP&O Levy will help support current educational years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike for raises
programs and operating costs that are not fully funded by the
eating up much of the additional funding from the state. Alternative
State. This Levy will help maintain staffing levels for positions such education choices (charter schools) are hampered by lawsuits,
as nurses, counselors, librarians, paraprofessionals, custodians,
mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This limits lower
and safety & security personnel that the state does not provide
income education alternatives to public schools. Are you satisfied
full funding for. It also helps fund essential student programs such with that education? Parents are better judges of what is good for
as Career & Technical Education, STEM, Special Education, Arts,
their children.
Music, Theater, Advanced Placement, Activities and Athletics.
Check your state and district report cards on the Office
Tumwater School District has a proud history of supporting our
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
schools. Strong schools build strong communities. A yes” vote
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
will show your continued commitment to our students and our
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
community by providing our children with the best education
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
possible.
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
Tumwater Citizens for Better Education (Love Our Tumwater
about.
Schools Facebook): Jennifer Herrin (@loveourtumwaterschools)
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.”
Educate yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance”
(https://tinyurl.com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply
funding education. Massive state tax increases have been imposed.
Local taxes are for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos
don’t consider safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment,
and teachers, essential. Alternative education solutions are
ignored. Quality education is sacrificed. Take back your schools.
Send a message. Vote No.
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Rebuttal of Against Statement

While education funding improved, it did not eliminate the need
for a local levy to provide staff/programs beyond what is funded.
Essential student supports and extracurricular activities/athletics are
funded by the levy. The against statement encourages viewing the
district’s report card. Tumwater’s results are strong - 90% of students
graduate on-time and test scores outperform state/national results.
The EP&O levy is not for extras. It provides the programs our
community expects. Vote yes for kids!

Voters may only vote in the districts in which they live.

!

Tumwater School District No. 33

Proposition No. 2 Capital Levy for Facility, Safety and Instructional Technology Improvements
Ballot Title
Explanatory Statement
The Board of Directors of Tumwater School District No. 33
adopted Resolution No. 03-19-20, concerning a proposition
to finance facility, safety and instructional technology
improvements. This proposition would authorize the District to
levy the following excess taxes, on all taxable property within
the District, to make facility, safety and instructional technology
improvements (including conducting pre-construction activities
for a new elementary school; replacing roofs and HVAC;
upgrading communication, emergency alarm and security camera
systems; and acquiring student and teacher technology devices):
Collection Year
2021
2022

Estimated Levy Rate/$1,000
Assessed Value
$0.75
$0.75

Levy Amount
$5,000,000
$5,000,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 03-19-20.
Should this proposition be approved?
Yes

Passage of Proposition No. 2 would allow Tumwater School District
to pay costs of making facility, safety and instructional technology
improvements including: (1) conducting pre-construction activities
for a new elementary school (including initial architect design and
engineering work; site survey; geotechnical, environmental and
feasibility studies); (2) replacing roofs and heating, ventilation
and air conditioning systems; (3) upgrading communication,
emergency alarm and security camera systems and entry/access
controls; (4) acquiring student and teacher technology devices
and other instructional technology equipment and infrastructure.
The School Board determined that these projects are necessary
due to enrollment demands and State of Washington K-3 class
size reduction initiatives, aging and outdated infrastructure, safety
and security concerns and the existing condition of instructional
technology.
The proposed two-year capital levy would authorize collection of
taxes to provide $5,000,000 in 2021 and $5,000,000 in 2022. The
tax levy rate required to produce these levy amounts is estimated to
be $0.75 per $1,000 of assessed value. Exemptions from taxes may
be available, call Thurston County – 360-867-2200.

No

For Statement

Vote “yes” on Proposition 2 to Support our Tumwater Schools
Tumwater students need your “yes” vote for the Capital Facilities
Levy. Passage of this proposition will provide funding for major
facility improvements and repairs, improve safety and security,
and foster innovation in technology in our schools.
The Capital Facilities Levy is a new two-year tax, and the overall
tax rate will remain stable due to a decrease of voter-approved
bond costs. The district is asking to collect $5 million each year
which will equal approximately $0.75 per $1,000 of assessed
value for property owners in the district.
The Capital Facilities Levy will pay for facility improvements and
repairs, pre-planning costs for the next new Tumwater school due
to continued enrollment growth, improved safety and security of
our facilities, critical repairs to school buildings, and technology
for our students and staff.
Tumwater School District has a proud history of supporting our
schools. Strong schools build strong communities. A “yes” vote
will show your continued commitment to our students and our
community by providing our children with the best education
possible.
Tumwater Citizens for Better Education (Love Our Tumwater
Schools Facebook): Jennifer Herrin (@loveourtumwaterschools)

Against Statement

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for education”
of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.” The McCleary
decision requires that the state amply fund education. Recently, the
legislature raised taxes, and increased funding to all districts to meet
its paramount duty. The Supreme Court has determined that the
requirements of its decision have been met.
Facts:
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of private
schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the past few
years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike for raises
eating up much of the additional funding from the state. Alternative
education choices (charter schools) are hampered by lawsuits,
mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This limits lower
income education alternatives to public schools. Are you satisfied
with that education? Parents are better judges of what is good for
their children.
Check your state and district report cards on the Office
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
about.
Vote No:
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote no

Rebuttal of For Statement

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.”
Educate yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance”
(https://tinyurl.com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply
funding education. Massive state tax increases have been imposed.
Local taxes are for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats & politicos
don’t consider safe schools, adequate supplies, proper equipment,
and teachers, essential. Alternative education solutions are
ignored. Quality education is sacrificed. Take back your schools.
Send a message. Vote No.

Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

Rebuttal of Against Statement

The against statement encourages people to look at the district’s
report card. TSD’s results are strong. 90% of TSD students graduate
on-time and test scores outperform state and national results.
Capital levy funding is not for extras. It provides funds to care for
current facilities, enhance security, and prepare for future growth.
State education funding does not fund these important projects. Tax
rates will remain level. Please vote yes for kids!

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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Yelm Community Schools

Proposition No. 1 Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy
Ballot Title
Explanatory Statement
The Board of Directors of Yelm Community Schools adopted
Resolution No. 01-19-20, authorizing a replacement levy to
continue support for educational programs. This proposition
would authorize the District to levy the following excess taxes,
replacing an expiring levy, on taxable property within the District,
for educational programs and operation expenses not funded
by the State (including special education, nurses, counselors,
safety staff, graduation readiness, technology, athletics, and
extracurricular activities):
Collection
Year
2021
2022
2023
2024

Estimated Levy Rate/$1,000
Assessed Value
$2.50
$2.50
$2.50
$2.50

Maximum
Levy Amount
$10,100,000
$10,925,000
$11,800,000
$12,750,000

all as provided in Resolution No. 01-19-20.
Should this proposition be approved?
Yes
No

Passage of Proposition No. 1 would allow the Yelm Community
Schools to replace an existing educational programs and operations
levy that will expire at the end of calendar year 2020. The taxes
collected by this levy will be used to pay expenses of educational
programs and operations that are not fully funded by the State,
including special education, nurses, counselors, school resource
officers and safety staff, graduation readiness, technology, athletics,
extracurricular activities, and curriculum materials and training.
The proposed four-year replacement levy would authorize
the collection of taxes to provide up to $10,100,000 in 2021,
$10,925,000 in 2022, $11,800,000 in 2023, and $12,750,000 in
2024. The tax levy rate required to produce these levy amounts
is estimated to be $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value. The exact
tax levy rate and amounts to be collected may be adjusted based
upon the limitations imposed by State law at the time of the levy.
Exemptions from taxes may be available, call Thurston County
360.867.2200 or Pierce County 253.798.2169.

For Statement

Against Statement

Rebuttal of For Statement

Rebuttal of Against Statement

Four years ago, our community voted to continue supporting
initiatives focused on special education, athletics, technology,
and staffing for school resource officers, nurses and counselors to
provide our students with services that exceed the state minimum
requirements.

Law:
The WA Constitution, Article IX, says “ample provision for
education” of all children is “the paramount duty of the state.”
The McCleary decision requires that the state amply fund
education. Recently, the legislature raised taxes, and increased
funding to all districts to meet its paramount duty. The Supreme
This year our schools are asking for your support to and keep
Court has determined that the requirements of its decision have
these invaluable opportunities available for our youth by renewing been met.
the existing levy. Without a levy, our schools would be forced to
significantly dilute those vital resources and programs, negatively
Facts:
impacting every student within the Yelm Community Schools’
Per student funding statewide is close to or above the cost of
boundaries.
private schooling. Funding has increased beyond inflation over the
past few years. Teacher unions have struck or threatened to strike
Students don’t just get sick from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on a Tuesday.
for raises eating up much of the additional funding from the state.
They might have diabetes, asthma, or another disease that
Alternative education choices (charter schools) are hampered by
requires daily and unexpected assistance from a school nurse.
lawsuits, mostly by unions or their allies, and regulations. This
Another student’s family might be going through a disruption at
limits lower income education alternatives to public schools. Are
home and will need guidance from a counselor. Some students
you satisfied with that education? Parents are better judges of
require special education programs that meet their individual
what is good for their children.
needs.
Check your state and district report cards on the Office
Last year our community supported our community in a big way
of Superintendent of Public Instruction at https://
by approving the first construction bond since 2003, allowing
washingtonstatereportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. They are not
the districts to replace the two oldest and battered schools, and
satisfactory. The education bureaucracy is using our children to
meet the need of the growing population. It’s because of your
justify more taxes. Local school district expenditures beyond
support that our local students will have a proper and safe
the basic education required to satisfy McCleary are extras, not
learning environment from start to finish. Now our students
essentials. Local funding of essentials is what McCleary was all
need your backing to make certain our schools are more than
about.
just aesthetically pleasing. Your ‘yes’ vote guarantees that every
student in Yelm has access to education, mental health, and the
Vote No:
many other support services they deserve.
Is additional funding for extras or wasted on misdirected policies,
practices, and projects to benefit bloated bureaucracies? How will
Citizen for Support of Yelm Schools: Traci Choate (253.209.8784,
your monthly expenditures increase? Do the figures then ...vote
citizens4yelmschools@gmail.com, citizens4yelmschools.com),
no
Line Critchfield, Nick Parsons
Committee For Ample School Funding: Edwin J. Pole II
(ejpii.col@gmail.com)

All districts chose “For” committees. None chose “Against.”
Educate yourself. See the “Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance”
(https://tinyurl.com/s2y5ynz) The state is responsible for amply
funding education. Massive state tax increases have been
imposed. Local taxes are for extras, not essentials. Bureaucrats
& politicos don’t consider safe schools, adequate supplies,
proper equipment, and teachers, essential. Alternative education
solutions are ignored. Quality education is sacrificed. Take back
your schools. Send a message. Vote No.
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A student’s access to additional support, either from a counselor or
through special education programs, is essential. McCleary lowered
the local tax rate for schools and reduced the gap between state and
local funding but “state mandated education” does not account for
mental or physical health services and specialized programs.
Until the Legislature changes the funding formula, we have to
adhere to the model in place, which requires a yes vote to support
our students

Ballot Drop Boxes
Lacey Area

Lacey Fire 3, Station 34................................................................................................................................8407 Steilacoom Rd SE
Lacey Fire 3, Station 35................................................................................................................................3701 Willamette Dr NE
Lacey City Hall.......................................................................................................................................................420 College St SE
Lacey Post Office................................................................................................................................................5815 Lacey Blvd SE
Martin Village....................................................................................................................................................5600 Martin Way E
Woodland Retirement & Assisted Living.............................................................................................................4532 Intelco Lp SE

Olympia Area

Church of the Good Shepherd..............................................................................................................................1601 North St SE
Crain’s Office Supply................................................................................................................................................1006 4th Ave E
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.........................................................................................................................1515 Harrison Ave NW
Haggen NW Fresh...................................................................................................................................1313 Cooper Point Rd SW
Olympia City Hall.......................................................................................................................................................601 4th Ave E
The Evergreen State College.................................................................................................................2700 McCann Plaza Dr NW
Thurston County Courthouse*.....................................................................................................................2000 Lakeridge Dr SW
*The Auditor’s Office, Bldg. 1, Rm. 118 is the only place to get a paper ballot

Tumwater Area

McLane Black Lake Fire Station 95...........................................................................................................5911 Black Lake Blvd SW
Tumwater Timberland Library..................................................................................................................7023 New Market St SW
Tumwater School Administration..................................................................................................................621 Linwood Ave SW

South County Area

Bucoda.......................................................................................................................................................................103 S Main St
Tenino School District Administration...............................................................................................................301 Old Hwy 99 SE

Southeast County

Lackamas Elementary...........................................................................................................................16240 Bald Hill Rd SE, Yelm
Nisqually Tribal Admin Bldg.....................................................................................................4820 She Nah Num Dr SE, Olympia
Rainier City Hall................................................................................................................................................102 Rochester St W
Yelm Schools Administration.......................................................................................................................................110 1st St NE

Southwest County

Grand Mound Center..................................................................................................................19949 Old Hwy 99 SW, Rochester
Littlerock Fire 11..........................................................................................................................10828 Littlerock Rd SW, Olympia
Rochester Fire 1, Station 3..............................................................................................................................18346 Albany St SW

Steamboat Island

Griffin Fire 13, Station 1..............................................................................................................3707 Steamboat Lp NW, Olympia

North County (Olympia)

South Bay Fire 8, Station 81.............................................................................................................................3506 Shincke Rd NE
South Bay Fire 8, Station 83..................................................................................................................5046 Boston Harbor Rd NE

Drop boxes are the best way to ensure your ballot will get to us on time! Drop
boxes are securely locked and emptied by teams of two trained elections
officials.
Boxes are open 24/7 beginning January 22 and
close promptly at 8 p.m. on Election Day.
Drop boxes are the most direct and secure
way to return your ballot!

Statements aren’t checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Auditor’s Office.
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We’re here for you!
Need a ballot? Need assistance voting? Want to register to vote?
Contact the Auditor’s Office!
In person: 2000 Lakeridge Dr SW		
Online: ThurstonVotes.org
		
Building 1, Room 118			
elections@co.thurston.wa.us
		
Olympia, WA 98502			
Phone: 360.786.5408
								
711 Washington Relay
Ballots available beginning January 22.
Voting Center Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Election Day: Tuesday, February 11, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

