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PROTECTIVE AND RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS FACT SHEET 
This guide will help those filling out protective and restrictive covenants.  This should be used in conjunction with the attached 
sample covenants.  The “Sections” as noted on the examples, refer to those parts of the covenants that shall be completed.  
Contact Thurston County Environmental Health Division if you have any questions regarding covenants. 
 
WHAT IS A COVENANT? 
A covenant is a recorded agreement or restriction prohibiting certain activities or practices near a particular well or spring to 
protect the water source from potential sources of prevent contamination.  The protective area around the water source is 
referred to as the sanitary control area.  The required sanitary control area is a radius of 100 feet for wells, and 200 feet for 
springs.  When filing covenants for a single-family well, you must file as a Non-Public Water Source.  Covenants filed for 
wells to serve public water systems (2-Party, Group B and Group A water systems) must be filed as a Public Water Source. 
 
DECLARATION OF COVENANT 
When the water supplier owns all or part of the area in the sanitary control area, you should complete a “Declaration of 
Covenant”.  See Example 1 for a completed Declaration of Covenant.  How to complete Sections A and B are explained 
below: 
 
Section A: The legal description of the property where the well is located should be filled in here.  See Example 1, “Section 
A”. This should be specific, as shown in the following example: 
 

Lot 2 of short plat number______, recorded in Volume_____, Page(s)_____, of short plats as recorded in Auditors file 
number_____ in Thurston County, Washington. 

 
Long or complex legal descriptions can be attached on a separate document which shall be filed with the covenant.  However, 
this attachment must be referenced as shown on the example “Attachment A”. 
 
Section B: This refers to the precise location of the well on the lot described in Section A.  See Example 1, “Section B”.  It is 
acceptable to attach a map that shows the location of the well on the property, rather than to prepare a legal description for the 
exact well location.  The example “Attachment A” shows how this can be done.   
 
RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 
When someone other than the water supplier owns portions of the sanitary control area, you must obtain a “Restrictive 
Covenant” from the landowner.  See Example 2 for a completed Restrictive Covenant.  How to complete Sections C and D are 
explained below: 
 
Section C: This section refers to the property that is granting the restrictive covenant; specifically the property neighboring or 
adjacent to the parcel where the well is located.  The legal description of this parcel should be written or referenced here.  See 
Example 2, “Section C”.  
 
Section D: This refers to the property on which the well is actually located.  Indicate in this part, both the description of the 
property and the well’s location on the property.  See Example 2, “Section D”.  Once again, a map is often the best way to 
show the location of the well as shown on the example “Attachment A”.  Again be specific, as shown in the following 
example: 
 

Located 50 feet south and 100 feet east of the northwest corner of lot _____, of short plat number ______, recorded in 
Volume _____, Page(s) _____, of short plats in Auditors file number _____, in Thurston County, Washington. 

 
NOTE: Even if a legal description is prepared for the well’s location, a map showing the well should be filed with the 
covenant. 
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