
THURSTON COUNTY
S II I '. <, I () N

SINCE 1852

1) Call Meeting to Order

BOARD OF HEALTH

The Thurston County Board ofHealth has responsibility

and authority for public health in both incorporated

and unincorporated areas ofthe County. 

Minutes for April 28, 2020

SPECIAL MEETING

Chair Tye Menser called the special meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

In Attendance: 

Tye Menser, Chair; John Hutchings, Vice Chair; Ramiro Chavez, County Manager; Schelli Slaughter, Public

Health and Social Services Department Director; Art Starry, Environmental Health Division Director; Jane

Futterman , Deputy Prosecuting Attorney ; and Lydia Hodgkinson , Clerk ofthe Board ofHealth. 

Gary Edwards, Commissioner, arrived at 9: 14 a .m. 

Approval of the Agenda: 

Vice Chair Hutchings moved to approve the meeting agenda. Chair Menser seconded the motion . The Board voted

unanimously. The motion carried. 

2) Consider emergency ordinance suspending waiving, and amending certain provisions of the Sanitary Code

for Thurston County due to the COVID-19 outbreak

Chair Menser explained this is an information only presentation for the Board to consider an emergency ordinance

suspending, waiving, and amending certain provisions ofArticles I, II, IV , and VII ofthe Sanitary Code for

Thurston County, extending the expiration or providing for automatic renewal ofcertain permits and approvals, and

modifying hearing procedures as a result ofthe emergency due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Mr. Art Starry, the

Public Health and Social Services (PHSS), Environmental Health Division Director, explained the ordinance will

address certain provisions in the Sanitary Code to allow additional time and modified procedures for the public

during the COVID-19 outbreak. He then shared and discussed the following highlights ofthe ordinance: 

Section l : Suspends 45-day time limit for Board ofHealth emergency declarations adopted before September

30, 2020. 

Section 2: Allows the Thurston County health officer or hearing officer to extend deadlines and expiration dates

as appropriate to circumstances that arise due to the COVID-19 emergency. 

Section 3. Suspends the need for participants to attend hearings in person and allows the hearing to be

conducted electronically , by phone, or other manner that provides for participation with appropriate social

distancing and sanitation measures . 

Section 4. Automatically extends food establishment permits that expire between March 12, 2020 and July 31 , 

2020 to September 30, 2020 without any additional fee. 

Section 5. Automatically extends by one year the expiration date for septic system applications that expire

between March 12, 2020 and September 30, 2020 • Automatically extends to September 30, 2020 the expiration
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date for a septic system application that received a one-year extension that expires between March 12, 2020 and

September 30, 2020

Section 6. Automatically extends the expiration date to September 30, 2020 for any septic system installation

permit that expires between March 12, 2020 and September 30, 2020. 

Section 7 . Automatically extends the expiration date by one year for septic system repair applications that

expire between March 12 and September 30, 2020. 

Section 8. Automatically extends the renewal date for septic system operational certificates to September 20, 

2020, or longer, for those that expire between March 12 , 2020 and September 30, 2020. Requires the Health

Officer to send renewal notices with the adjusted date. 

Section 9. Allows septic system inspection and pumping reports for work done after March 1, 2019 to remain

valid until September 30, 2020 for time oftransfer reports . Current code requires inspection reports within one

year. 

Section 10 . Waives the late fees for swimming pool permits not renewed by April 1 for the year 2020. 

Section I1: Declares that iffor any reason and Section ofthe Ordinance is declared invalid, illegal or

unconstitutional, the remainder ofthis ordinance shall not be affected. 

Section 12. States ordinance takes effect immediately upon adoption and expires December 31, 2020. 

Mr. Starry confirmed Vice Chair Hutchings' question regarding septic system installers being an essential service. 

Chair Menser questioned the June 30th date in Section 6. Mr. Starry and Jane Futterman, Deputy Prosecuting

Attorney, will follow-up on the date. Ms. Futterman clarified Section 9 at Chair Menser's request. Commissioner

Edwards thanked Mr. Starry and Ms. Futterman for making these accommodations and for going the extra mile for

the public. County Manager Ramiro Chavez noted a Board ofHealth special meeting is scheduled for April 30, 

2020 at 10:00 a.m. for the Board to take action on the proposed ordinance. 

3) Adjournment - Chair Menser adjourned the meeting at 9:20 a.m. 

BOARD OF HEALTH

T ATTEST: 

Date: 

JAAify W AS,Commissioner

Thurston Community Television (TCTV) - The Board ofHealth meetings are aired on TCTV each week on Sundays at

3:30 p.m., Mondays at 8:00 p.m., Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m., Wednesdays at 10:00 a .m., and Fridays at 6:30 a.m. and at 5:00

p.m. 
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