
Board of Health
Tye Menser, Chair * Maria Williams,Vice Chair * Gary Edwards, Member
Beth Harvey, Member * Carolina Mejia, Member * Lynn Nelson, Member

Robin Vazquez, Member 

The Thurston Board of Health has responsibility and authority 

for public health in both incorporated and unincorporated 

areas of the County. 

 Agenda of Tuesday, February 14, 2023

Summary of Timed Items 

4:30 p.m.) Call Meeting to Order

4:35 p.m.) Proclamations and Presentations

1) 4:30 p.m.) Call Meeting to Order

l Approval of the Agenda

2) 4:35 p.m.) Proclamations and Presentations

a) Item:  National Children's Dental Health Month

BoH-AIS-2023-02-07-
CommissionersOffice-
JamieCaldwell-2551.pdf 
PDF File 
96.5 KB 

Contact:  Jamie Caldwell, Clerk of the Board

Action:  The Board of Health will proclaim the month 

of February as National Children's Dental 

Health Month.

b) Item:  ORCAA Introduction

BoH-AIS-2023-02-14-
Commissioners-
JamieCaldwell-5541.pdf 
PDF File 
96.5 KB 

Contact:  Jamie Caldwell, Clerk of the Board

Action:  The Executive Director of ORCAA will be 

introduced to the Board of Health and will give 

an organizational overview. 

 

3) Opportunity for the Public to Address the Board of Health

4 minutes per citizen
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4) Department Item 

a) Description:
 

Permitting options for temporary food 

establishments that propose to operate 

year-round at multiple venues without 

connection to a public event.

Contact:  Sammy Berg, Senior Environmental Health 

Specialist

Action:  No action will be taken at this time. The 

Board of Health may choose to take action 

at a future meeting. 

BoH-AIS-2022-12-13-
PublicHealth_SocialServi
ces-SammyBerg-
0708.pdf 
PDF File 
1.06 MB 

5) Department Item 

a) Description:
 

Integrated Pest Management Program 

Review

Contact:  Patrick Soderberg, Hazardous Waste 

Specialist III

Action:  Environmental Health Division staff will 

review the Thurston County Integrated Pest 

Management Program and explain the 

process for reviewing and approving 

pesticide use by County Departments or 

their contractors. This presentation will also 

summarize the roles and responsibilities 

the Board of Health and the Pest and 

Vegetation Management Advisory 

Committee that are included in Thurston 

County Pest and Vegetation Management 

Policy.

BoH-AIS-2023-02-14-
PublicHealthandSocialSe
rvices-ArtStarry-
0116.pdf 
PDF File 
1.24 MB 

6) Health Officer's Report
Dr. Dimyana Abdelmalek will report on various items.

Disability Accommodations: Room 110 is equipped with an assistive listening system and is

wheelchair accessible. To request disability accommodations call the Reasonable Accommodation 

Coordinator at 360-786-5440. Persons with speech or hearing disabilities may call via Washington 

Relay:  711 or 800-833-6388. 
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Board of Health 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

  

Agenda Date:     Date Created:    Agenda Item #:  

  

  

  

Item Title: 

  

Action Needed:     Class of Item:  

  

List of Exhibits 

  

  

Recommended Action: 

  

  

Item Description: 

  

  

  

  

02/14/2023 11/28/2022

Created by: 
 

Sammy Berg, Senior Environmental Health Specialist - Public Health & Social 

Services - (360)867-2568

Presenter: 
 

Sammy Berg, Senior Environmental Health Specialist - Public Health & 

Social Services - (360)867-2568

Permitting options for temporary food establishments that propose to operate year-round at 

multiple venues without connection to a public event.

Pass Motion Department

 

2023 Permit Options for 
Temp Food Policy BOH 
presentation 
14Feb2023.ppt 
Microsoft PowerPoint 97-
2003 Presentation 
4.13 MB 

  

No action will be taken at this time. The Board of Health may choose to take action at a future 

meeting. 

The Board of Health directed Environmental Health staff to develop an approval pathway to allow 

food vendors to operate year-round, at multiple locations, and without connection to public events 

(street-style food vending). A pilot program was established in 2022 that allowed temporary food 

establishments to operate year-round at multiple venues. These establishments were inspected 

frequently, and the results of these inspections were used to develop options for continuing the 

program. Several options were developed and evaluated with the assistance of the WA Department 

of Health. We developed a preferred alternative that we believe will meet the needs of food vendors 

while complying with public health standards and being consistent with the Thurston County 

Sanitary Code. We reviewed the proposal with temporary food vendors and food industry and trade 

representatives. These groups support this proposal. Staff will review the proposed program with 

the Board of Health and ask for authorization to develop the policies needed to implement the new 

program. 

Date Submitted: 11/30/2022

  



A Proposed Policy for Routine Food 
Vending

Sammy Berg, RS

Senior Environmental Health Specialist

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health

Photo credit: urbanharvest.org



Health Department Mission 

To protect and promote the health of the 
Thurston County Community, now and in 
the future.

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Food Safety in Thurston County

•Locals regulate retail food in WA
•State Food Code – technical 
requirements
•Article II of the Thurston County 
Sanitary Code – our business practices
•Six inspectors 
•About 1000 annual permit holders
•Hundreds of temporary food vendors

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health

Photo credit: urbanharvest.org

• Any food prepared for the public needs to 

be prepared in a safe fashion

• The Food Code sets standards for facility, 

equipment, and procedures

• The Food Code and our permits separate 

occasional versus routine food 

preparation

• Standards are reduced

for occasional service



Temporary Food Events

•Generally, at fairs, festivals, and farmers 
markets

•Most vendors have a single permit that 
covers one event (one day or weekend)

•We review the applications, and then 
conduct inspections during the event
•Problems get corrected on the spot, if 
possible

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



May 2022 – Board of Health 
directed staff to provide a pathway 
for routine food vending

We developed a pilot process, using 
temporary food permits for the 
summer and then coming back to 
the board with recommendations

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Occasional food preparation standards

•Jug of water and bucket for hand washing, tubs 
for washing dishes

•Cooler and ice for cold holding

•Tarp for a ceiling, no walls

Temporary set-ups have challenges:

•Remembering to bring everything, every time

•Weather/seasons have a huge impact

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health

Balancing customer needs 
against regulations

Being a responsive partner to our customers:

• Adjusting to changing needs of the industry

• Adjusting to emerging challenges

• Balancing those adjustments against being 
consistent and stable in our business practices

• The public is also our partner



Draft Policy

Based on our experiences and conversations with 
vendors and other food regulators, we propose the 
following pathway for routine food vending:

•Combine variance process with annual mobile food 
permit 

•Equipment minimums would include commercial-
grade mechanical refrigerator and a portable 
handwash cabinet

•The proposed menu would need to be supported by 
the provided equipment

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Proposed Requirements

•Work out of an approved commissary

•Have a limited menu

•Have portable handwash sink and 
refrigerator

•Have their sales locations approved

•Take enhanced food safety training 
(required by new Food Code this year)

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Costs to Vendor

•Annual mobile permit $ 610
•Variance (1-time fee) $ 425*
•Initial application fee $ 750

(unused $ for review goes towards permit)
•Under $5000 for startup equipment and permits
•Upfront cost for food truck/trailer ranges from  
$50K-$150K

*not charged for vendors that participated in 2022

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Protecting Customers

Food safety standards are met through a 
combination of:
• Matching menu with equipment 
• Providing robust equipment, specifically 

handwash and refrigeration, and use of 
approved kitchens

• Increased food safety training (new code 
requirement)

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Pilot Process this Past Summer

•Five vendors requested this option

•Three were good (i.e., experienced 
vendors and limited menus)

•Two vendors experienced significant 
issues

•Key factors for success: experienced staff 
and limited menus

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Draft Policy

Based on our experiences and feedback, we propose:

•Combine variance process with annual mobile food 
permit 
•Enhanced equipment
•Mobile food application

•Allow continued operation while the vendors go 
through review and get the added equipment

•For other folks under temporary permits, they 
would be limited to 4 self-events per year

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health



Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health

Questions / Comments?

We will continue work with 
vendors and stakeholders to 
evaluate the process.



Program contact information

•Sammy Berg, RS
Supervisor, Food & Environmental Services Section

Environmental Health Division

•Phone: 360.867.2568

•Email: sammy.berg@co.thurston.wa.us

•Website: https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/phss/Pages/food-
safety-guidance.aspx

Public Health and Social Services Department
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/health

mailto:sammy.berg@co.Thurston.wa.us
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/phss/Pages/food-safety-guidance.aspx


 

Board of Health 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

  

Agenda Date:     Date Created:    Agenda Item #:  

  

  

  

Item Title: 

  

Action Needed:     Class of Item:  

  

List of Exhibits 

  

  

Recommended Action: 

  

  

Item Description: 

  

  

  

  

02/14/2023 2/3/2023

Created by: 
 

Art Starry, Environmental Health Division Director - Public Health and Social Services - 

360.867.2587

Presenter: 
 

Patrick Soderberg, Hazardous Waste Specialist III - Environmental Health 

(Lilly Rd) - 360-867-2586

  

Presenter #2: 
 

Art Starry, Environmental Health Division Director - Administration - 360-

867-2587

Additional Presenters: 

Integrated Pest Management Program Review

Other Department

 

IPM Program Process 
for 021423 BOH .pptx 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Presentation 
2.26 MB 

  

Environmental Health Division staff will review the Thurston County Integrated Pest Management 

Program and explain the process for reviewing and approving pesticide use by County Departments 

or their contractors. This presentation will also summarize the roles and responsibilities the Board of 

Health and the Pest and Vegetation Management Advisory Committee that are included in Thurston 

County Pest and Vegetation Management Policy.

Informational

Date Submitted: 2/3/2023

  



Integrated Pest Management  

Program Implementation and 
Prescription Adoption

Thurston County Public Health and Social Services

February 13, 2023

2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 1
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IPM Policy Adopted 1989

Public concerned about County’s use of pesticides.

Policy applies to County property and property 
managed by the County or its contractors.

Intent is to set an example in implementing pest 
and vegetation management programs that 
minimize the use of pesticides. 



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 3

An approach to pest and vegetation control that emphasizes 
non-chemical tactics to prevent intolerable damage, 
annoyance, or public safety hazards. 

When chemical controls are necessary, they will be the least 
toxic available and will be used only when no other control 
methods would be effective or practical.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM)



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 4

Departments managing pests or vegetation must develop a written IPM 
program that is approved by Board of County Commissioners and annually 

reviewed by Pest and Vegetation Advisory Committee.

IPM Programs and Procedures

Written IPM Programs must include:
• Description of responsibilities and properties maintained

• Operational guidelines and standards

• IPM prescriptions/plans

• Public notification process for pesticide applications

• Record keeping



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 5

Prescriptions

Plans utilizing the principals of IPM that 
are site specific or specific to a pest or 

type of vegetation.



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 6

Monitoring – identify and evaluate extent of problem

Injury and Action Levels – the point when control is needed to 
prevent intolerable damage, annoyance, or public safety hazards.

Timing – apply actions for greatest control and least impact on non-
target wildlife.

Selecting Strategy – least disruptive to nature, least hazardous to 
people and wildlife, long-term reduction of pest, cost effective. 

Prescription Components



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 7

When chemical controls are necessary, they will be the least toxic available.

• Carcinogenicity 

• Mutagenicity

• Developmental toxicity

• Reproductive toxicity

• Neurotoxicity

• Persistence

• Mobility

• Data gaps

Active Ingredient Evaluation

Information to be considered
• Active ingredients
• Other ingredients
• Degradation chemicals
• Bioaccumulation
• Acute toxicity
• Aquatic toxicity
• Applicator safety
• Skin / eye irritation



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 8

Pesticides with a high degree of hazard include those having any one of 
the following chronic toxicity characteristics:

Carcinogenicity 

Developmental toxicity

Reproductive toxicity

Mutagenicity 

Persistence + Bioaccumulation

Mobility + Persistence (with high toxicity)

Mobility + Persistence (with low toxicity) = Moderate hazard

Active Ingredient Evaluation



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 9
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I. Evaluate the pesticide hazard reviews conducted by Environmental Health

II. Evaluate and make program recommendations on IPM prescriptions

III. Provide recommendation to Board of Health on adoption of prescriptions

Pest and Vegetation Advisory Committee
The committee shall review and make recommendations to all programs affected 

by the policy, the Board of County Commissioners and the Board of Health.



2/8/2023 Thurston County Pest and Vegetation Management 11

Review Criteria:
I. The pest and vegetation problem has been assessed, and the 

action level has been met;

II. The use of the pesticide is a necessary element of the integrated 
pest and vegetation management prescription;

III. The risk to public health, ground water, and the environment is 
determined to be minimal.

Board of Health 
Prescription Review

IPM prescriptions involving application of pesticides to Sensitive Areas or 
include a high hazard pesticide shall be approved by the Thurston County 

Board of Health at a public meeting.



Department can execute IPM prescription

Board of Health approves

IPM prescription

Board of Health rejects

IPM prescription

Committee makes a recommendation

to BOH to approve or reject prescription

Pest and Vegetation Management Advisory Committee reviews prescription

Committee may propose edits to prescriptions to meet policy goals

Submission of IPM Prescription by Department

Prescriptions describe the pest problem, injury/action level,

 monitoring process, non-chemical and chemical control strategy.



Thank You!

Patrick Soderberg
Thurston County IPM Program Coordinator
Patrick.Soderberg@co.thurston.wa.us
www.GrowSmartGrowSafe.org
360-463-1674

mailto:Patrick.Soderberg@co.Thurston.wa.us
http://www.gowsmartgrowsafe.org/


 

Board of Health 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

  

Agenda Date:     Date Created:    Agenda Item #:  

  

  

  

Item Title: 

  

Action Needed:     Class of Item:  

  

List of Exhibits 

  

  

Recommended Action: 

  

  

Item Description: 

  

  

  

  

02/14/2023 2/3/2023

Created by:  Jamie Caldwell, Clerk of the Board - Commissioners Office - 360-786-5440

Presenter:  Jamie Caldwell, Clerk of the Board - Commissioners Office - 360-786-5440

National Children's Dental Health Month

Pass Motion Timed - Presentation

 
File Attachment 

  

The Board of Health will proclaim the month of February as National Children's Dental Health Month

None

Date Submitted: 2/3/2023

  



THURSTON COUNTY 

PPrrooccllaammaattiioonn  

 
National Children’s Dental Health Month 

 
WHEREAS, oral health is essential to an individual's general health and quality of life; and 
 
WHEREAS, oral health connects to your overall health, and is integral to general health; and  
 

WHEREAS, Thurston County Public Health and Social Services has prioritized Oral Health in the 2020-
2024 Department Strategic Plan as a key approach needed to encourage healthy living; and 

WHEREAS, there are associations between oral health and diabetes, heart disease, lung disease, babies 
born low-birthweight, and babies born prematurely; and 

 
WHEREAS, Thurston County children are having difficulty accessing dental care and are 

experiencing preventable oral health issues; and 

WHEREAS, Thurston County children and adults are experiencing preventable dental pain and tooth 
loss; and  

 
WHEREAS, Thurston County Public Health and Social Services' Oral Health Program is working 

with local partners including the Thurston Oral Health Network, local school districts and the Lewis-Mason-
Thurston Area Agency on Aging to address oral health disparities; and 

WHEREAS, oral health should not be dependent on age, income, race, ethnicity, gender, or geography 
and reducing oral health disparities in Thurston County will have a meaningful impact on the health of local 
residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, the American Dental Association celebrates National Children's Dental Health Month 
every February as "a month-long national health observance that brings together thousands of dedicated 
professionals, health care providers and educators to promote the benefits of good oral health to children, 
their caregivers, teachers and many others." 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Thurston County Board of Health hereby proclaims 
February as Children's Dental Health Month in Thurston County, in recognition of the importance of the 
awareness of oral health and urges all residents to recognize the critical importance of how oral health 
affects overall health. 

Adopted this 14th day of February 2023 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
 
 
 

                
 
                   
 
                  
          
                   



 

Board of Health 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

  

Agenda Date:     Date Created:    Agenda Item #:  

  

  

  

Item Title: 

  

Action Needed:     Class of Item:  

  

List of Exhibits 

  

  

Recommended Action: 

  

  

Item Description: 

  

  

  

  

02/14/2023 2/3/2023

Created by:  Jamie Caldwell, Clerk of the Board - Commissioners - 360-786-5440

Presenter:  Jamie Caldwell, Clerk of the Board - Commissioners - 360-786-5440

ORCAA Introduction

Pass Motion Timed - Presentation

 
File Attachment 

  

The Executive Director of ORCAA will be introduced to the Board of Health and will give an 

organizational overview. 

None

Date Submitted: 2/3/2023
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