COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Carolina Mejia
District One
Gary Edwards
District Two
Tye Menser

%‘ District Three
PUBLIC WORKS

THURSTON COUNTY ‘37[

WA S HINUGTON >
SINCE 1852 RaW An Accredited Agency of the
American Public Works Association

Jennifer D. Walker, Director

Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program

The program offers educational, behavioral and environmental solutions to assist in addressing
traffic safety concerns in neighborhoods. This program consists of two phases or steps and is
intended to obtain neighborhood participation coupled with low cost activities by Thurston
County to assist in changing driver behaviors and the second (if necessary) consider
environmental changes to the roadway system (i.e., speed bumps).

Phase | — Changing Driver Behavior

Many times we find these low-cost solutions resolve neighborhood traffic safety concerns.
Several of the options in phase | as outlined below:

a) Signing, markings and Brush Trimming - We can improve the safety of
some areas by simply cutting vegetation, installing stop bars, establish
no parking zones, installing roadway reflectors and upgrade signing.
These are easy and inexpensive things to do that can improve the
safety of a roadway or neighborhood.

b) Yard Signs - This program actively involves residents in the education A
process as participants. The program allows for timely and cost effective -~
responses to speeding traffic in neighborhoods. These signs or devices
should only be used when there is activity in front of your home, otherwise i,
they will quickly lose their effectiveness.

c) Radar Trailer - Upon request or by county action the speed trailer and —
speed sign will be deployed on county roads. The trailer is primarily used ‘
for short term operations (a week or less) and the sign is for longer term

operations (a month or more).

d) Targeted Enforcement - Even though there are a limited amount of
deputies for the actual enforcement, we are able to conduct targeted patrols of your
neighborhood as patterns emerge from the speed watch data and as residents provide
more specific information regarding observed traffic patterns too.
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Phase Il Changing the Roadway Environment

If the actions employed in Phase | of the Neighborhood Traffic
Calming program do not reduce reported traffic problems,
physical changes may be made to streets. If residents still have
concerns and the location meets county guidelines, the location
will be reviewed for the possible installation of physical devices,
such as medians and speed humps. To be eligible for this
phase the following criteria will need to be met:

a. certain roadway criteria be satisfied
b. support from the majority of the neighborhood
c. neighborhood has ability to fund project

In summary we can meet with you and your neighborhood upon request to discuss the County’s
Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.

Contact Information

Thurston County Public Works, Traffic Engineering
Becky Conn, PE

Phone: (360) 867-2349

E-mail Becky.conn@co.thurston.wa.us

OR

Submit an on-line service request: http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/publicworks/default.html
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