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Sticky Note
This section changed with 11/16/17 revision to reflect one criteria regardless of effluent filter status.
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4. Follow-up monitoring is required when sampling identifies treatment problems:  

 
A. Fecal Coliform: When quarterly fecal coliform bacteria sampling  finds two or more of the 

last four quarterly sample results exceed the treatment standard by at least double (200%) 
the OSS owner and professionals shall: 
  
1. Conduct follow-up system troubleshooting 

 
2. Submit written report of actions taken or proposed to bring the system performance 

back within design parameters 
 

3. Re-evaluate system performance with next quarterly sample  
 

B. For all other parameters: When a sample result is above the required treatment or 
effluent limit by more than 25%, the OSS owner and professional shall: 

 
1. Sample effluent to confirm results  

 
2. Trouble shoot system if confirmation sample results exceed limit by more than 25% 

 
3. Submit written report of actions that have been taken or are proposed to bring the 

system performance back within the required limits. 
 
4. Take corrective actions and resample system within 3 months of initial sampling. 

 
5. Re-sample to evaluate system performance after corrective actions.  For Nitrogen 

Reduction systems, sample both the influent and effluent.   
 

a. Systems that reduce Total Nitrogen concentration by at least 50% will be 
considered to be performing as designed.  
 

C. Troubleshooting: Certified monitoring specialists and owners should consider these 
factors when troubleshooting performance problems: 

 
1. Wastewater volume and water usage in the residence or facility. 

 
2. Influent wastewater strength and characteristics; sample for TSS, pH, and  BOD5 if 

needed to confirm 
 

3. Integrity and function of each component in the on-site sewage system 
 

4. Wastewater volume and water usage in the residence or facility. 
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5. Integrity and function of each component in the on-site sewage system

6. Atypical circumstances or uses that could influence system performance, such as
medications or medical equipment usage, water softener discharge, surface drainage,
etc.

References: 
WAC 246-272A 
EPA Manual/625/R-00/008 
WDOH Issue Paper, “Septic Tank Effluent Values” 2/1/04 
Article IV, Thurston County Sanitary Code, 2/14/12 




