
      Retaining/Landscape Walls  

 

Thurston County Building Development Center 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Bldg 1, Second Floor; Olympia, WA 98502 

Phone: (360) 786-5490;  TDD line: (360) 754-2933;  Fax: (360) 754-2939 
www.co.thurston.wa.us/permitting 

 

 

• Walls that exceed four feet in height and provide support above the height of the wall for 

soil, vehicles or structures within the X area require a building permit. 

 

• Walls that exceed four feet in height from the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall 

require a building permit.  

 

 

 

 

Soil, vehicle path or parking, or a building 

footing located X distance from the wall 

and above the line is a load (surcharge). 

X 

X 

X 

Ex. Of Load or surcharge  

Must be flat for the distance of X behind 

the wall and less than four feet to be  

considered a landscape wall.  
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