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THURSTON COUNTY HISTORIC COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

  
BESSE ROAD HISTORIC ROAD NAME 

  
Public Hearing: October 11, 2023, 6:30pm 

 
Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81457456755  

Passcode: 008310 
Thurston County Atrium Building, Room 110 
3000 Pacific Ave SE, Olympia, WA  98501 

  
Application Number: TCHRN-23-01 Besse Historic Sign 
 
Current Road Name: 100th Ave S.E. 
 
Proposed Historic Name: Besse RD 
 
Applicant: Howard Bergh 
 6930 E Los Santos DR 
 Long Beach, CA  90815 
 
Proposed Sign Location: Intersection of Tilley RD S. and 100th Ave S.E. 
  
Staff Report Prepared By: Sonja Cady and Dana Bowers  
  
A.  Proposal 
 
Howard Bergh is petitioning the Thurston County Historic Commission to allow placement of 
a Historic Road Name sign at the intersection of Tilley RD S. and 100th Ave S.E. to 
commemorate this historic road name “Besse RD”. (Attachment 2) 
 
B. Background and Historical Significance 
  
It is believed that the Besse family came to the area of South Union in the early 1900’s. 
Charles A. Besse and his wife Lucille E. Besse had three their children, Roland, Lester, and 
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Lareen, who grew up in the home on what was then “Besse Rd” and attended Olympia High 
School. Both Roland and Lester served in World War II. 
 
In September of 1902, J.W. Mills submitted a petition for the County road to be known as the 
C.A. Besse Road. (Attachment 3). The same document shows that quit claim deeds were 
furnished by all property owners on Besse Road and it was declared an established County 
road. The Quit Claim Deeds are in included as Attachment 4. A map of Plat of County Road 
as Petitioned by Chas Bessie et al is included at Attachment 5. 
 
Ordinance 4066, the uniform Street naming and house numbering was adopted in 1970, 
Thurston County renamed many roads and streets throughout the county when they 
established a grid system for street names. (Attachment 6) 

  
C.  Staff Recommendation 

 
After reviewing the attached information, staff recommends approval to allow placement of 
Historic Road Name signs at the intersections of Tilley RD S. and 100th Ave S.E. to 
commemorate this historic road name “Besse RD”. 
 
If the Commission approves the proposal, the applicant is aware that they would be required 
to pay Thurston County Public Works $175 for the fabrication and installation of this historic 
road name sign. This sign will be installed with the current street sign to commemorate this 
historic road name.  The historic road name sign will in no way alter the official road name 
and addresses along 100th Avenue S.E. 

  
D.  Attachments 
 

1. Legal Notice  
 

2. Historic Road Name Application, dated September 5, 2023 
 

3. Petition, dated 1902 
 

4. Quit Claim Deeds from neighboring Properties, dated from August to October of 
 

5. Plat of County Road Map (date unknown) 
 

6. Ordinance 4066-Uniform Street Naming and House Ordinance dated June 18, 
1970 
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