Regional Housing Council

Agenda: Wednesday October 25, 2023 (4:00 p.m. —5:40 p.m.)
(Hybrid — Zoom & Atrium Board Rm 110)

Carolyn Cox: Chair, Carolina Mejia: Vice-Chair

TIME AGENDA ITEM LEAD ACTION
4:00 - 4:05 | Welcome and Introductions
e Check-in Carolyn
e Review Agenda/Meeting Purpose Cox
4:05 - 4:07 | Approval of September 27 minutes Carolyn Action
Cox
4:07 - 4:15 | Public Comment Carolyn
Cox
4:15-4:30 | CHG Inflationary Funds HSAB Recommendations Tammie Discussion
Smith
4:30 —5:00 | Rent Assistance Survey Presentation Elisa Information
Sparkman
5:00 —5:30 | Legislative Agenda Tom Discussion
Webster
5:30-5:40 | Good of the Order Carolyn Information
Cox
5:40 Upcoming Meetings
e Next RHC Meeting
Wednesday November 8%, 2023, 4pm
Location: Zoom meeting




REGIONAL HOUSING COUNCIL

Wednesday, September 27%, 2023 — Meeting Minutes

PANELISTS:

Lacey: Carolyn Cox, Andy Ryder, Jennifer Adams, Ryan Andrews

Tumwater: Michael Althauser, Joan Cathey, Brad Medrud, Erika Smith-Erickson

Olympia: Dani Madrone, Darian Lightfoot, Jacinda Steltjes, Rich Hoey

Yelm: Brian Hess, Gary Cooper

Thurston County: Carolina Mejia, Robin Campbell, Tom Webster, Keylee Marineau, Elisa Sparkman,
Krosbie Carter, Leah Tangeman

Affordable Housing Advisory Board: Talauna Reed, KayVin Hill

Meeting began at 4:00 pm.

Agenda Item 1: Agenda approved, motion, and second.

Agenda Item 2: Minutes from August 23™ meeting, motion and second, approved.
Agenda Item 3: Public Comment — No Public Comment

Agenda Item 4: Long-Term Funding Strategy for Quince St.

Rich Hoey presented the City of Olympia’s long-term funding strategy for Quince Street Tiny Home
Village. He began by thanking Thurston County for considering the City’s request for financial support
for the operating costs of Quince Street Village. At the last RHC meeting, the City was asked to present a
long-term plan for sustainable funding of the site. Rich stated that they expect the site to be in
operation for approximately three years and will eventually be turned into Permanent Affordable
Housing. He said that the critical period to consider maintaining funding operation of the emergency
shelter is from 2024 to 2026. Currently, the facility costs the city about 1.37 million to operate. With
inflation, Rich figured that they would need about 1.5 million per year. The City plans to fund the
operation of the site using the City’s HOME Fund operating dollars, the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) dollars for year 2024, Regional Funds through the RHC, and plans to request $500,000 from the
state in exchange for allocating up to 30 units at Quince Street to house eligible individuals under the
State Right-of-Way initiative.

Carolina asked if it would be more beneficial to ask the RHC for a set-aside for the Regional HOME Fund
dollars instead of requesting the funds annually. Rich responded that the City would appreciate the set
aside and that this would be to address anticipated needs in 2025 and 2026. Mayor Andy Ryder asked
what the process is for other jurisdictions to refer people to Quince Street. Rich responded that the
current intake process is through Coordinated Entry, which is a County-wide process. Darian added that
the site has been operating through the Coordinated Entry process for the past year. Robin asked what
their plan is if they do not successfully obtain grants from the state. Rich responded that while they
cannot guarantee that they will be successful with those funds, they are confident based on preliminary
conversations with the state. Brian Hess is concerned about a “No Camping Ban” in Yelm and asked if
this is something that can be used for all of Thurston County or if it is just for individuals on the Right of




Way. Keylee stated that Thurston County has an MOU with the state that once everyone has been
relocated from the Right of Way, the next priority would be those on the Coordinated Entry list. Darian
added that there are 100 units at Quince Street and 30 of those units are reserved for Right of Way
while the rest are intended for those on the Coordinated Entry list.

Dani asked for a timeline to hear back from Commerce. Rich said October 25" is when the application is
due, and Darian added that they anticipate submitting the application early and that Commerce stated a
2-3-week turnaround time. Dani suggested that this be an agenda item for the December RHC meeting

to determine if there will be a set-aside awarded.

Agenda Item 5: Recommendation of Allocation Plan for CHG Inflationary Funds

The Vice Chair of the Homeless Services Advisory Board (HSAB), KayVin Hill, presented the
Recommendations of Allocation Plan for the Consolidated Homeless Grant (CHG) Inflationary Funds. In
May 2023 the Department of Commerce Housing Assistance Unit (HAU) announced four funding
buckets intended to fill gaps left by document recording fees revenue and Covid-19 specific funds. One
of those buckets is the CHG Inflationary Funds. KayVin highlighted that Commerce expects the grantee
to prioritize the use of these funds towards salary increases or retention stipends for their homeless
service provider workforce and to extend to an extent to offset inflation costs.

The Homeless Services Advisory Board (HSAB) recommends that the agencies within our Homeless Crisis
Response System that provide Homeless Services respond to a survey developed by OHHP staff to
determine how many front-line Full-Time Employees (FTE) they have that make equal or less than $28
an hour. Once survey responses are collected, OHHP staff will develop an allocation chart for the CHG
Inflationary Fund distributions.

The allocation recommendations will be presented to the HSAB in October. The HSAB will then make
recommendations to the RHC regarding these funds. The proposed action to the RHC is to approve the
proposed allocation process of sending homeless service providers a survey to determine how many
frontline workers they have making less than $28 an hour.

Dani made a motion to approve this process as presented, Carolyn seconded, unanimously approved.
Agenda Item 6: Draft Communications Plan

Elisa presented the Draft Communications Plan for the RHC. The Draft Communications plan is for year
2024 and begins with some background on the RHC. She emphasized that this plan is the starting point
for communication practices for the Council and is meant to be expanded upon in future years. The
draft states that the purpose of the 2024 Communications Plan is to create a foundation of consistent,
reliable communication to government partners and stakeholders to further establish the RHC in the
community. Elisa said that the goal is to further establish the RHC as a hub of the community’s source of
information and leadership around affordable housing and homeless response. The Communication Plan
includes a breakdown of the ongoing communication responsibilities like maintaining the RHC website,
communications updates to the RHC, news releases and announcements, RHC informational materials,
social media, and media requests. Then, it contains a breakdown of the 2024 Communications Projects
which is to establish branding of the RHC, develop and implement an email newsletter, social media
review, expand the RHC website, develop an RHC Communications Manual, and update the
Communications Plan for 2025. Next, it includes a section on Communication Plan implementation



which details that the Communications Specialist is responsible for implementing the plan with support
from the RHC Technical Team. Lastly, the bottom portion lists government partners and stakeholders
and a section for resources and support.

Dani asked about strategies to recruit an audience for the newsletter. Elisa responded that the RHC has
coordination and collaboration with the jurisdictions so there is an opportunity to provide a newsletter
that is holistic in terms of affordable housing and homeless response. As far as recruitment, Elisa states
there is a housing newsletter that was created around the time of COVID-19 Rent Assistance that has
several hundred addresses so we could offer it to that group as well as using social media and partnering
with jurisdictions to spread the word. Dani also asked what type of communications documents would
require RHC approval. Elisa responded that anything that is a formal release from the RHC would need
approval.

Agenda Item 7: Right of Way NOFA

Keylee stated that on September 8%, 2023, Thurston County received information from the Department
of Commerce of a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) released to the Right of Way communities. The
NOFA has been retitled the Encampment Relocation Program and is for state fiscal year 2024 and 2025.
The funds distributed to the 5 communities were formulaic based on population size and the work that
was accomplished. The funds are meant to prioritize continuing moving individuals out of the
encampments and into permanent housing. She adds that within the NOFA, there is a requirement from
the state that the people who are removed from encampments are offered actual placements into
permanent housing within 6 months. Another element of the NOFA is that 20% of the funds can be used
to support people living on other public property. The application is due October 25%", 2023. The three
projects highlighted in the application is to purchase a hotel or motel with a quick rehabilitation turn
around, to set aside 30 beds for Quince Street Village, and to fill a 5-million-dollar gap at a site ran by
Together We Grow (TWG). Darian added that they are looking to propose a phased approach — prioritize
shelter beds at Quince Street, support the purchase of a hotel, and then fill some of the gap funding for
TWG project.

Agenda Item 8: PRO Housing NOFO

Darian presented on the Pathways to Removing Obstacles (PRO) Housing Grant. She stated that the
purpose for sharing about this funding opportunity is to present what the City of Olympia plans to do
and to advertise public comment. PRO Housing is a HUD Grant that the City is in the process of
submitting. The grant is fashioned after Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and awards
between 1 million to 10 million dollars to be spent between 2024-2029. The application is due October
30%™, 2023. Darian stated that the goal of the grant is to identify a barrier in your housing system and lay
out a plan to address the barrier. The City chose to remove barriers to homeownership in four
approaches: launch a down-payment assistance program, increase access to homebuyer counseling
services, provide capacity building support and administrative funds to our local land trust organization,
and provide capital funding to help non-profits create new homeownership housing and preserve
existing owner-occupied housing. Darian broke down each approach at a high level. The City is asking for
10 million with up to 1 million in administrative support. City Staff are drafting the application now,
including letters of support, October 12™-26™ is the Public Comment Period, October 24" is the Public
Hearing at Olympia City Council, and October 30" is when the application is due.



Agenda Item 9: Legislative Agenda

Tom led the discussion about the RHC Legislative Agenda. During the last RHC executive meeting,
Commissioner Mejia proposed that the RHC come up with one legislative priority that each jurisdiction
would add to their own legislative agendas while working the next year to create a more robust
approach for the RHC Legislative Agenda. Two proposed priorities are to maintain funding for current
projects and to incorporate the need for rental assistance funding. Carolyn added that the RHC lacks the
staff support and resources to lobby for an agenda so having the support from the cities would be
beneficial in supporting a common priority. Dani stated that while she cannot speak to what will be
included in the City of Olympia’s Legislative Agenda, if there is a common priority from the RHC that all
jurisdictions support she is willing to support that. Robin mentioned that the county, cities, the port, the
Economic Development Council (EDC), and South Puget Sound Community College have a shared
legislative partnership and suggests that the cities and county make this a priority on the Shared
Partnership Legislative Agenda. The RHC supported the idea of allocating time at the October RHC
meeting to discuss high level legislative priorities and Robin will propose the RHC being included in the
Shared Partnership Legislative Agenda to the partnership meeting on October 18, 2023.

Agenda Item 10: HOME ARP Allocation Plan Update

Tom gave an update on the HOME American Rescue Plan (ARP) allocation. Early in 2023, Thurston
County received a 3-million-dollar allocation under the HOME ARP Program under the Federal HOME
Program. They submitted an Allocation Plan which included a public hearing, a discussion with
providers, and a consultation period. Thurston County proposed to split the funds between rental
assistance and affordable housing development and services activities, equaling approximately 1.5
million dollars for each. At the time, the money was allocated to services because there was a concern
of a substantial funding gap with the reduction of Document Recording Fees, but that gap has been
largely filled by the state. Tom detailed that after further guidance from HUD on how to implement the
HOME ARP Funds, they determined that service agencies that receive HOME ARP Funds would need to
make substantial changes to their Coordinated Entry System and their internal processes. After internal
discussion, they decided that the cost benefits no longer make sense to use in this manner. The proposal
is to shift all the HOME ARP funds to affordable housing rental development. Thurston County will go to
the BoCC to set a public hearing to amend the HOME ARP Allocation Plan to allocate the full amount of
funding to affordable housing development. There will be a 30-day public comment period.

Agenda Item 11: Good of the Order

Olympia: Darian announced that the City and Catholic Community Services received a 1-million-dollar
grant after applying with the Department of Justice in April for additional support for the Arrest and Jail
Alternatives Program to provide substance use disorder support and behavioral health services over the
next three years.

Tumwater: No update.

Thurston County: Tom read a draft of the Resolution Recognizing the Contributions of Ramiro Chavez
that will be presented to him on his last day of service. Michael moved to approve the proclamation,
Brian seconded, unanimously approved.

Yelm: Brian shared that Yelm has plans to develop rental units for seniors 55 and older.

Lacey: No update.

Meeting Adjourned: 5:53 pm



Next Meeting: October 25" from 4-6pm — hybrid



the 11 responding agencies indicating 197 eligible FTEs within the

HCRS.

Below is a distribution chart with funding amounts related to reported

eligible FTEs:

Agency

Quixote Communities

OlyMAP

Family Support Center of South
Sound

Catholic Community Services

Community Youth Services

Nurture Hope dba Build A Bus Home

Low Income Housing Institute

ROOF Community Services

Senior Services for South Sound

Catholic Community Services / Arrest
and Jail Alternatives (AJA) and
Foundational Community Supports
(FCS)

Interfaith Works

SafePlace

Together!

Number of
Eligible
FTE's

21.75

26.4

31.61

28.8

5.5

44.65

15

7.75

Total Agency
CHG
Inflationary
Fund Award
per Eligible
FTE's

$7,593.46

$82,578.84

$100,233.63

$120,014.59

$109,345.78

$7,593.46

$20,882.01

$7,593.46

$7,593.46

$30,373.83

$169,523.93

$56,950.93

$29,424.65




Total 197.46 $749,702.00

Proposed Approve the recommendation for the creation of homeless services

Solution contract amendments between the County and 11 non-profit
organizations to distribute Consolidated Homeless Grant Inflationary
Funds in the amount of $749,702 for the 2023 program year.

Financial

Implications The $749,709 are CHG Inflationary funds that were distributed to

Washington State counties based on a formula established by Dept of
Commerce with the purpose of stabilizing the homeless services work
force due to inflation.

Recommendation

Approve the recommendation for the creation of homeless services
contract amendments between the County and 11 non-profit
organizations to distribute Consolidated Homeless Grant Inflationary
Funds in the amount of $749,702 for the 2023 program year.




CHG Inflationary Fund
— Survey Results —




__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
—"The Legislature appropriated $45.6 million for Commerce “to increase ———

existing grantee contracts providing rental or housing subsidy and services
for eligible tenants in housing and homeless programs. The department
must distribute funding in a manner that will prioritize maintaining current
levels of homeless subsidies and services and stabilizing the homeless
service provider workforce.” (ESSB 5187, Sec 129. (33))

“Allowable uses for these funds are for any allowable Consolidated
Homeless Grant (CHG)/System Demonstration Grant (SDG) activity AND
Commerce expects grantees to prioritize salary increases or retention
stipends for their homeless service provider workforce, and to the extent
possible offset other inflation costs."



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2023-24%2FPdf%2FBills%2FSenate%2520Passed%2520Legislature%2F5187-S.PL.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cjessica.simon%40commerce.wa.gov%7C913b4e4a933b4ebb10f008db5af01c2a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638203759529310943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=65TWPrjvghSCtG9XWZJks9XAbnL9UtoouwpjpNbn1Zc%3D&reserved=0

Process

July e Office of Housing and Homeless Prevention (OHHP) sought
feedback from Homeless Services Providers

August o OHHP brought provider feedback to the Homeless Services
Advisory Board for conversation in August

e An email vote was conducted wherein providers and advisory
board members decided to develop an allocation plan locally,
as opposed to hiring a third party administrator

September e Homeless Services Advisory Board members developed a
survey to go to providers to help determine an equitable
allocation plan




Homeless Services Advisory Board Recommendations:

Available to all agencies providing homeless services within
the Homeless Crisis Response System.

Available only to Front Line Service providers

Utilize Out of Reach report figure for agencies to assess
eligible employees

A frontline or direct service staff eligible to receive CHG
Inflationary Funds is a homeless services staff member that
makes less-than or equal to $28 per hour and works directly
with participants experiencing homelessness.



https://nlihc.org/oor/state/wa

Survey Issued

Survey to providers asking how many of their employees meet the definition
of Front Line Services (FLS) providers.

Calculation of Full Time Equivalent (FTEs) each agency employs

Optional information about proportion of employees who make below
$28/hour

Brief description of proposed allocation plan



How many?
Number of Eligible FTE's / Number of Actual

Agencies responded: 12 Eligible Staff
300

Number of eligible employees: 257 257

Number of eligible FTEs: 197.46 200 19746
150
100

50

Number of Eligible FTE's Number of Eligible Employees




How much?

Total available funding: $749,702.00

Divide by 197.46 FTEs

$3,796.73/FTE



Chart of agencies and awards

Total Agency CHG Infaltionary

Agency MNumber of Eligible FTE's | Fund Award per Eligible FTE's | Mumber of Eligible Employees
Quixote Communities 2 $7.,593.46 3
OlyMAP 21.75 $82,578.84 24
Family Support Center of
South Sound 264 $100,233.63 33
Catholic Community Services 31.61 $120,014 59 33
'Community Youth Semvices 28.8 $109.345.78 45
Murture Hope dba Build A
Bus Home 2 57.593.46 2
Low Income Housing Institute ] $20,882.01 20,
ROOF Community Semvices 2 $7.593.46 3
Senior Services for South
Sound 2 $7.593.46 2!
Catholic Community Services
{ Arrest and Jail Alternatives
(AJA) and Foundational
Community Supports (FCS) 8 $30,373.83 8l
|

Interfaith Works 44 65 $169,523.93 68!
SafePlace 15 $56,950.93 7|
Together! 775 $29.424 65 9,

Total FTEs 197.46 257
_____ §749.702 _ $3.796.73 _$749.702.00| _ 1




Type of Homeless Services programs provided at agency (check all that apply)

15 responses

Emergency Shelter
Continuous Stay Shelter
QOutreach

Service Navigation/Case Ma...
Transitional Housing
Permanent Supportive Housi...
Rapid Re-housing
Coordinated Entry

EPRA

Homeless Prevention
Diversion

Case Management

Other:

0

6 (40%)
5 (33.3%)
7 (46.7%)
7 (46.7%)
4 (26.7%)
6 (40%)
5 (33.3%)
5 (33.3%)
2 (13.3%)
9 (60%)
4 (26.7%)
10 (66.7%)
3 (20%)
4 6 8 10



Wage Information Shared (optional)

Wages of Eligible FTEs Reported

4%

= Percentage of FTEs making less than or equal to $21.67 per hour
= Percentage of FTEs making less than or equal to $23.94 per hour

= Percentage of FTEs making less than or equal to $28.00 per hour




CHG Inflationary Funds — Distribution Chart

Number of
Number of Total Agency CHG Inflationary Eligible
Agency Eligible FTE's | Fund Award per Eligible FTE's Employees

Quixote Communities 2 $7,593.46 3
OlyMAP 21.75 $82,578.84 24
Family Support Center of
South Sound 26.4 $100,233.63 33
Catholic Community
Services 31.61 $120,014.59 33
Community Youth Services 28.8 $109,345.78 45
Nurture Hope dba Build A
Bus Home 2 $7,593.46 2
Low Income Housing
Institute 5.5 $20,882.01 20
ROOF Community Services 2 $7,593.46 3
Senior Services for South
Sound 2 $7,593.46 2
Catholic Community
Services / Arrest and Jail
Alternatives (AJA) and
Foundational Community
Supports (FCS) 8 $30,373.83 8
Interfaith Works 44.65 $169,523.93 68
SafePlace 15 $56,950.93 7
Together! 7.75 $29,424.65 9

Total FTEs 197.46 257

$749,702 $3,796.73 $749,702.00




10/20/2023

Thurston County Rent Assistance Survey 2023

Survey of Thurston County residents who received COVID-19 rent assistance, also known as

Emergency Rent Assistance Program (ERAP) and Treasury Rent Assistance Program (T-RAP).

Elisa Sparkman, Communications Specialist
Office of Housing & Homeless Prevention

= Thurston County Public Health & Social Services
THURSTON COUNTY 412 Lilly Rd. NE Olympia, WA 98506

1

COVID-19 rent assistance (ERAP & T-RAP) in Thurston County

* Just over $53.5 million in rent and utility assistance to Thurston County residents from 2020-2023.

* Funded by CARES Act and American Rescue Plan Act specifically for communities to implement the
Emergency Rent Assistance Program and the Treasury Rent Assistance Program.

* The basic eligibility requirements were that the household
* At 80% or below the Area Median Income (AMI)
* Directly or indirectly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

* The program covered past due rent, past due utilities and up to three months of future rent at the
time of application. Households could reapply until they reached the limit of 18 months of
assistance overall.

~u
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10/20/2023

Survey of Thurston County residents who received COVID-19 rent assistance (ERAP & T-RAP).

Purpose: to learn how this program impacted Thurston County renters and what the current needs are
for rent assistance.

Survey type & tool: Online survey made with SurveyMonkey in English and Spanish.
The survey link was sent via email directly to rent assistance clients.

SurveyMonkey"

The survey was open for 22 days.

* Survey sent to 1,982 email addresses on August 10, 2023.
* Reminders sent on August 18 and August 28, 2023.

* Survey closed on August 31, 2023.

* Goal response rate: 30%

THURSTON COUNTY
=
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e

Estimated response rate: Approximately 30%

Survey Respondents

Response rate is estimated because exact

number of recipients is unknown. UEiEI S JO S 639
* Duplicate email addresses Disqualified/incomplete surveys 60
* Ineligible recipients Duplicates 38
* Undeliverable emails Eligible, complete surveys 541

Incentive offered: 15 random winners

THURSTON COUNTY
=
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Respondent Demographics

10/20/2023

Age

65 + 24 and under
4% 3%

45-64
28%

25-44
65%

Race & Ethnicity

American Indian, Alaska Native, or Indigenous
(1.8% of Thurston County population)
Asian, South Asian, or Asian American I 35.%
(6.6% of Thurston County population)
Black, African American, or African . 13%
(4.1% of Thurston County population) l
4%

l 6.5%

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
(1.1% of Thurston County population)

(80.1% of Thurston County population)

Another not listed || 2%
Race Not Disclosed I 3%

Latinx/Hispanic . 15%
(10.5% of Thurston County population)

Gender Identity

Woman 78%

Household Type

Household Size

6 + people
5 | % 1 person
people
9% 25%
4 people
18%
2 people
3 people 25%

16%

Non-binary or Transgender 3%
Man 18% Unknown 1%

What is your current living situation?

* 19 households — homeless, in-between places or
living with friends & family.

¢ 2 households no longer rent because they now
own a home.

* Remaining responses varied among common
rental situations. Over half of respondents rent
an apartment.




Utility Assistance

10/20/2023

Did you receive utility assistance
along with rent?

Don’t know.
7%

Yes.
54%

THURSTON COUNTY
=
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Were you served a notice to pay or vacate
after receiving rent assistance?

Don’t know.

5%

Yes.
39%

56%

THURSTON COUNTY
=

What was the outcome of the pay or vacate
notice?

I 2% | was evicted by court order.

Did you receive a utility shut-off notice after
receiving utility assistance?

No.
80%

Yes.
20%

Of those who received a shut-off notice.
76% | paid before my utilities were shut off.
19% My utilities were shut off, but they’re back on now.

5% I'm currently without working electricity or water.

71% Eviction prevented.
14% Moved out before notice ended.

13% Still in process.

(o]



10/20/2023
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How was your eviction prevented?

| 58% | found a way to pay the rent.

| 34% The Eviction Resolution Pilot Program helped with a repayment plan.

| 3% Landlord/property management worked with me on a repayment plan.

| 3% | went to court and was not evicted.

| 2% With the help of an eviction attorney.

Respondents’ current situation

~u

THURSTON COUNTY
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Just over half of respondents said
they are currently behind on rent.

51% 49%

10



10/20/2023

How much of your current income goes to rent and utilities?

| can cover my rent, utilities and my essential
needs, as well as some additional comforts.

4%

| can cover my rent & utilities, but k
nothing beyond my essential needs. . All of it. My rent & utilities are equal

Ai\,“ to or higher than my monthly income.

32%

A

|

21%

|

N
W

Almost all of it. | sometimes
don’t have enough for other

essential needs like food and gas.

What are your current needs for additional rent assistance?

538 respondents
For the rest of my life. 43 people

For the next several years. 43 people

For another year. 84 people

For the next several months.

116 people

Just to get caught up. 95 people

Not right now, but I'll need it if | have an emergency. 132 people

Not right now and don't think I'll need it in the future. 25 people

THURSTON ('ULIT\"
e ———

12




10/20/2023

How much has your rent increased per month since October 20217

25

20

| II
5 o

How do rising rents
impact homelessness?
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Homelessness and Housing Stability Highly Correlated with Rent Increases

Sources:
Rent: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey one-year estimates for Washington State, 25058, inflation adjusted using Bureau of Labor
Statistics CPI-U

Homelessness: WA point in time count, adjusted by : U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey one-year population estimate for Washington Source: Washi ngton State
State Department of Commerce
1 - Journal of Urban Affairs, New F on G ity-Level of 2012 P

2 - Dynamics of homelessness in urban America, arXiv:1707.09380




10/20/2023

Is there anything else about your experience with rent assistance that you
want to share?

~u
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Current rent assistance availability

Eviction Prevention Rent Assistance (EPRA)

* Funded through the provision of a document recording fee on the sale or refinance of a home in Washington
State. This funding amount varies based on the number of home sales and refinancing in the state. The funds
collected through these document recording fees have drastically decreased with the rise in interest rates.

* Less than $2 million for 2023.

Limited short-term rent assistance through
* Faith communities

* School districts

* Some Homeless Services agencies

~u
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10/20/2023

Evictions in Thurston County

Evictions filed in Thurston County April - September Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services Right
2023 to Counsel Cases April-September 2023
75
26
20
50
15
10
25
5

2023 Point in Time Count (Homeless Census Survey)

What led to your homelessness?
Select all that apply.

Lack of childcare

Aged out of foster care

Medical costs

Guardian behavioral health/substance use
illness

Medical/discharged from hospital
Personal Choice

Released from criminal justice system
Other:

Covid-19 Related Impacts

Physical health/disability
Abuse/neglect

Behavioral Health Conditions

Lack of job training/unable to work
Prior domestic violence
Alcohol/substance use

Family rejection/ kicked out of home
Eviction/loss of housing

%‘ Job Loss/unemployment
é‘ﬂm 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

o




10/20/2023

2023 Point in Time Count (Homeless Census Survey)

Support Needed to Obtain Permanent Housing
Select all the apply.

Immigration/Refugee Assistance
Services in my Language
Culturally Tailored Services
Other:

Family Reunification

Legal Assistance

Medical/Health Care

New ID/Paperwork

Help Clearing Credit
Transportation

Landlords who accept housing voucher
Case Management

Money or Moving Costs
JobAncreased Income

Rental Assistance/More affordable housing

=2 0 50 100 150 200 250
THURSTON COUNTY

19

Summary

With an approximate 30% response rate, the results of this survey carry the voices of many of
the households that received rent assistance in the past few years.

The survey responses align with what community partners are seeing.

Many residents of Thurston County need significant financial support to maintain housing
now and in the future.

~u
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Recommendations

THURSTON COUNTY
=

Help prevent homelessness by supporting legislation and policy:
* toincreasing rent assistance funding.
» for rent stabilization.

Organizations with legislative agendas in support of increased rent assistance or rent
stabilization policies:

* Thurston Thrives Housing Action Team (HAT)

*  Washington Low Income Housing Alliance

~u

Final survey report will be published

Thurston County Public Health & Social Services
by November 15, 2023.

Rent Assistance Survey Team:

Office of Housing & Homeless Prevention (OHHP)

e Elisa Sparkman, Communications Specialist

¢ Tom Webster, OHHP Manager

* Arielle Benson, Homeless Program Specialist

* Keylee Marineau, Homeless Response Program Manager
¢ Leah Tangeman, Program Assistant

Disease Control & Prevention Division

e April Gunderson, Epidemiologist
Elisa Sparkman, Communications Specialist

Elisa.Sparkman@co.thurston.wa.us

= Thurston County Public Health & Social Services
THEESIONCOUR™ 412 Lilly Rd. NE Olympia, WA 98506

360-490-7648

Office of Housing & Homeless Prevention
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Regional Housing Council

Thurston County | Lacey | Olympia | Tumwater | Yelm

Staff Report

Topic: RHC 2024 Legislative Agenda

Date October 25, 2023
Request Set RHC Legislative Priorities for 2024 Legislative Session
Background The Regional Housing Council has had discussions about identifying legislative

priorities for the 2024 State Legislative Session. There appears to be broad
agreement among members that it would benefit the region to have the RHC
identify legislative priorities.

Given that the RHC does not have separate funding to hire a lobbyist, the
proposed process for elevating RHC identified priorities is:
1) RHC identify its legislative priorities for the 2024 session.
2) RHC members bring legislative priorities to their respective jurisdictions
for inclusion in the jurisdiction’s legislative priorities.
3) RHC legislative priorities are presented to the Shared Legislative
Partnership for inclusion on the groups list of priorities.

In addition to the RHC wanting to establish its legislative priorities, other groups
focused on homelessness and affordable housing are also discussing their
legislative priorities. The following groups have had initial discussion about their
legislative priorities related to homelessness and affordable housing and are
considering the priorities listed below.

Housing Action Team

The Housing Action Team spent time at its October meeting discussing legislative
priorities it wanted to elevate. They identified the following priorities, which are
in line with priorities that are being put forth by the Washington Low Income
Housing Alliance (WLIHA)

e Rent stabilization (HB 1388, HB 1389/SB 5435)

o HB 1388 - Prevent abusive and extreme rent increases that are
used to deny tenants of their rights, including to protections
against no-cause evictions

o HB 1389/SB 5435 - Cap yearly rent increases that a landlord can
charge a tenant to a fair amount to account for costs and
improvements.

e More permanent funding for rent assistance — or a new permanent
rental subsidy

e Permanent operational funds for programs established and paid for by
the Right of Way initiative




e Fully fund Housing and Essential Needs (HEN) Pilot bridge funding
program for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients

e Eliminating junk fees in leases (late fees, renewal fees, notice posting
fees, lease violation fees, etc)

e Support WLIHA's priorities to enact permanent source of funding
through REET (HB 1628) and ensure homeless services (paid for by
document recording fees) are fully funded.

Association of County Human Services: Homeless and Affordable Housing

Program Committee

e Continue efforts to prioritize funding for homeless shelters and programs
during critical need.

e Increase capital funding for affordable housing and additional operating
and admin funding for planning.

Proposed
Solution

Financial
Implications

Recommendation

The RHC Tech Team recommends that the RHC identify legislative priorities
from the following list and that identified priorities are promoted through the
recommended process, listed above.

1.

More permanent funding for rent assistance — or a new permanent
rental subsidy, including funding to continue the Eviction Prevention
Pilot Program in Thurston County.
Permanent operational funds for programs established and paid for
by the Right of Way initiative.
Increase capital funding for affordable housing and additional
operating and admin funding for planning.
Support for rent stabilization bills (HB 1388, HB 1389/SB 5435)
Capital funding for the following specific projects:

a. Funding to covert the Maple Court enhanced shelter into

Permanent Supportive Housing
b. Gap funding for the 228 Olympia program, if funding is not
provided under the ROW Initiative.

Fully fund Housing and Essential Needs (HEN) Pilot bridge funding
program for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients
Eliminating junk fees in leases (late fees, renewal fees, notice posting
fees, lease violation fees, etc)
Support WLIHA’s priorities to enact permanent source of funding
through REET (HB 1628) and ensure homeless services (paid for by
document recording fees) are fully funded.
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