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Certified Sewage Site Plan Guidance 
The Certified Sewage Site Plan (CSSP) was developed to inventory and detail the location 
and capacity of existing on-site sewage systems that were installed prior to 1979 with no 
on-site sewage permit records. A CSSP is a tool used to document an existing on-site 
sewage system during review of land use projects or building permit applications. The 
CSSP does not result in permit approval of the existing system and is not a record drawing. 

Upon receipt of land use projects or building site applications, Environmental Health Staff 
conduct a review of records to confirm existing on-site sewage systems are conforming. If 
there are no permit records on file to confirm the size or location of the existing on-site 
sewage system, and the system appears to have been installed prior to 1979, a Certified 
Sewage Site Plan is required. 

CSSP Submittal Requirements: 

A CSSP is a scaled site plan prepared by a licensed on-site sewage system designer or professional 
engineer. The site plan shall be 11”x17” drawn to a standard engineer scale and include 
the following information: 

 

 

• Labeled “Certified Sewage Site Plan”
• A north arrow, map scale, site address, and tax parcel number
• The property size, boundaries, and dimensions
• The location of all existing and proposed structures properly labeled (e.g. house, barn, shop, 

etc.)
• The location of all existing and proposed driveways and parking areas
• The location of all existing on-site sewage components, including septic tanks,

pump chambers, transport lines, distribution boxes, pretreatment
components, and drainfields

• Documentation of methods used to locate on-site sewage components
• Details of the on-site sewage system components (e.g. material, style, manufacturer, and age)
• Soil type, percolation rate, and drainfield calculations establishing the number

of bedrooms or commercial wastewater flows using the Manual of Septic-
Tank Practice, Public Health Service Publication No. 526 (526 Manual)

• Assessor’s Office details of when the structure(s) were originally constructed on the site
• D designated reserve drainfield area (test holes will be required when there is

limited soil and land area)
• All existing and proposed water supplies and water lines
• All wells must be shown with their associated 100’ sanitary control radii
• All known critical areas and buffers, including wetlands, streams, steep slopes, flood plains
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• Designer or engineer stamp, signature, and date of creation

Drainfield Calculations: 

The licensed designer or professional engineer is responsible for evaluating the 
actual trench depths and soil types on the site in order to utilize the following 
tables. Percolation rates applicable to historic systems are outlined below. The 
Manual of Septic-Tank Practice, Public Health Service Publication No. 526 (526 
Manual) shall be used to determine drainfield sizing and if the drainfield meets 
the requirements to be eligible for a deep trench reduction. 

Article IV Percolation Rates (February 1980 to February 1983, Appendix B): 

Once the percolation rate has been determined, the 526 Manual should be 
referenced to match the presented percolation rate to determine the required 
absorption rate per bedroom. 
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Example: 
If the licensed engineer or designer is proposing a percolation rate of 3 min/in based on 
Soil Class 2 in Table 2 above, the required absorption area per bedroom will be 100SF 
per bedroom as shown in Table 1 below. 

526 Manual Required Absorption Area: 

Example: 
A trench length has been calculated as 102’. The measurements presented for the 
trench legs are 55’ and 47’ for a total of 102’. The trench width is presented on the 
drainfield calculations as 3’. Taking 3’x102’, the drainfield size is 306SF. This 
demonstrates that the drainfield is suitable to serve a 3- bedroom residence based on 
the 526 Manual calculations. 

Deep Trench Calculations for Reduction:
“In some cases where the depth of filter material below (usually drain rock) the drain 
lateral pipe exceeds the standard six-inch depth, credit maybe be given for the added 
absorption area provided in deeper trenches with a resultant decrease in the length of 
trench” (526 Manual, pg.20). See below for Table 3 from the 526 Manual in which 
credit is given when the depth exceeds the standard six inches.  
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Commercial Drainfield Calculations: 

The CSSP must include commercial wastewater flows obtained through one of the following methods: 

1. Recorded water meter readings from the existing commercial facility.

2. Obtaining wastewater flows or water meter readings from three similar commercial
facilities.

3. Wastewater flows identified for the specific commercial use as outlined in the 526
Manual, Table 7.
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526 Manual, Table 7 – Commercial Wastewater Flows: 
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