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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant requests approval of a Reasonable Use Exception (RUE) for an attached accessory dwelling 
unit (ADU) to the existing single family residence, within a geologic hazard area in rural Thurston County. 
Per the applicant, "The project under consideration is a 706 sq ft addition to an existing single-family 
residence. To give a little background; the homeowners are a senior couple, and the husband is a retired 
veteran who has a number of cancers caused by exposure to agent orange while he was serving in the military 
during the Vietnam War. He currently has limited mobility with a walker but will likely soon need a 

wheelchair full time. Their current residence provides them with close proximity to the treatment centers he 
frequently needs to travel to and considering the cost of real-estate and their limited fixed income, moving 

isn't really a feasible option at the moment. The house has steps at the entrance, narrow doors, a stepped down 
living room, and no wheelchair friendly bathrooms or shower facility. Their intention was to construct this 
addition with no steps, wide doors, and a bathroom where he can wheel directly into the shower. Their son 
plans to move back in as a caretaker and occupy the extra bedroom made available by creating this addition." 
(Attachments d, e, g, and p ). The footprint of the ADU addition is proposed to be setback 50 feet from the top 
of slopes at the closest point (Attachments e and f). 

BACKGROUND 

The subject property is located within the rural portion of Thurston County. The Comprehensive Plan 

designation is residential, and the zoning district is the Rural Residential One Dwelling Unit per Five 
Acres district (RR 1/5) (Attachment b). 

The subject property is mapped with geologic hazard areas, critical aquifer recharge areas, and prairie and 
Mazama pocket gopher soils. Mazama pocket gophers, and prairie are identified as important fish and 
wildlife habitats, which along with critical aquifer areas are critical areas subject to requirements of the 
Thurston County Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO, Thurston County Code (TCC) 24), as well as the 
County Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The property is not within the jurisdiction of the Shoreline 
Master Program. The property was reviewed by County staff and does not meet prairie habitat criteria. 
The property is mapped within a critical aquifer recharge area Category l and 2, which are characterized 
by extreme and high aquifer sensitivity. 

The Thurston County HCP provides regulations for properties mapped within Mazama pocket gopher 
























