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Health Advisory: Burkholderia cepacia Complex (Bcc) Infections 
Associated with Contaminated Ultrasound Gel--August 5, 2021 

 
Actions Requested: 

• Healthcare facilities should immediately stop use of all lots of Eco-Gel 
200® ultrasound gel due to concern for bacterial contamination. 

o Destroy or return products from lots B029, B030, B031, B032, B040, 
B041, B048, B055. The lot numbers are identifiable on all labels on the 
cases and bottles. 

o Stop use and quarantine all other lots of Eco-Gel 200® ultrasound gel. 
o Eco-Gel 200® ultrasound gel is also distributed in the US under 

these brand names: 
 MediChoice Ultrasound Gel, by Owens & Minor (United States) 
 MediChoice Ultrasound Gel, by Mac Medical Supply Co 

Inc. (United States) 
 Chattanooga Conductor USA, by DJO Global (United States) 
 DJO Conductor, by DJO Global (United States) 
 Liquasonic, by Athena Medical Products Inc. (United States) 
 Medline, by Medline Industries Inc. (United States) 
 NDC Eco-Gel 200 Ultrasound Gel, by NDC Inc. (United States) 
 Omni, by Accelerated Care Plus Leasing Inc. (United States) 

 
• Identify and report to public health cases of Burkholderia cepacia 

complex (Bcc) infections since March 26, 2021 in persons who had 
ultrasonography in preparation for or during a transcutaneous procedure 
(e.g., placement of central and peripheral intravenous lines, 
amniocentesis, paracentesis) within  2 weeks of onset of symptoms 
associated with the infection. 

 
• Use single-use, sterile ultrasound gel packets for ultrasonography used in 

preparation for or during transcutaneous procedures, such as placement 
of central and peripheral intravenous lines, amniocentesis, and 
paracentesis. This includes avoiding use of bottles of nonsterile 
ultrasound gel for visualization prior to such procedures (e.g., vein 
marking, visualizing ascites). 

 
• Review facility practices related to ultrasound probe reprocessing to 

ensure they are aligned with manufacturer’s instructions for use and 
appropriate professional society guidelines. 

 
• Ensure all equipment and surfaces potentially contaminated with Eco-

Gel 200® ultrasound gel is thoroughly cleaned and disinfected (using 
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Registered 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-07/2021-06-22-list-b.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-07/2021-06-22-list-b.pdf
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Tuberculocide Products List B) 
 

• Ensure that all ultrasound procedures adhere to proper infection 
prevention practices, including skin preparation prior to percutaneous 
procedures. 

 
Background: 

 
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is investigating at least 15 
Burkholderia  stabilis infections across multiple states proven to be related by whole 
genome sequencing to bacterial contamination in unopened Eco-Gel 200® 
ultrasound gel. Additional infections have been identified that may also be 
associated. The earliest                       production date for the recalled lots of ultrasound gel is 
March 26, 2021. 

 
Healthcare facilities that perform ultrasound should review their stock of ultrasound 
gel               and follow the appropriate quarantine or recall instructions above. 

 
The Washington State Department of Health is seeking additional cases 
potentially associated with this contaminated product. Please review laboratory 
reports of Burkholderia cepacia complex infections in persons who had an 
ultrasound guided                         transcutaneous procedure in the 2 weeks prior to infection 
onset. 

 
Report any suspected cases to local public health: 

 
(https://www.doh.wa.gov/AboutUs/PublicHealthSystem/LocalHealthJurisdictions) 

 
or to Marisa D’Angeli at the Washington State Department of Health 
Healthcare Associated Infections Program at 206-418-5500. 

 
Resources: 

 
CDC’s Epi-X report: https://epix2.cdc.gov/v2/reports/display.aspx?id=387988 

 
FDA’s link to product recall: https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-
withdrawals- safety-alerts/eco-med-pharmaceutical-issues-voluntary-recall-eco-
gel-200 

 
Press release: https://eco-med.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Eco-Med-
Recall-Press-Release-08-04-21-4.pdf 

 
Recall communication: https://eco-med.com/wp-content/uploads//2021/08/Eco- 
Med_Recall-Communication_08-04-21.pdf 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-07/2021-06-22-list-b.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-07/2021-06-22-list-b.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/AboutUs/PublicHealthSystem/LocalHealthJurisdictions
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepix2.cdc.gov%2Fv2%2Freports%2Fdisplay.aspx%3Fid%3D387988&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325415843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iKlbYEMn%2BAYDgy3Gzq7NPNBc1dL5mIZxGpPZC7oKR%2FY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fsafety%2Frecalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts%2Feco-med-pharmaceutical-issues-voluntary-recall-eco-gel-200&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325415843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=et925RtM%2FI8gqahsMJ%2FHhTea9VR%2FNSZRsNEeIwWcXpc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fsafety%2Frecalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts%2Feco-med-pharmaceutical-issues-voluntary-recall-eco-gel-200&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325415843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=et925RtM%2FI8gqahsMJ%2FHhTea9VR%2FNSZRsNEeIwWcXpc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fsafety%2Frecalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts%2Feco-med-pharmaceutical-issues-voluntary-recall-eco-gel-200&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325415843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=et925RtM%2FI8gqahsMJ%2FHhTea9VR%2FNSZRsNEeIwWcXpc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fsafety%2Frecalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts%2Feco-med-pharmaceutical-issues-voluntary-recall-eco-gel-200&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325415843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=et925RtM%2FI8gqahsMJ%2FHhTea9VR%2FNSZRsNEeIwWcXpc%3D&reserved=0
https://eco-med.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Eco-Med-Recall-Press-Release-08-04-21-4.pdf
https://eco-med.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Eco-Med-Recall-Press-Release-08-04-21-4.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feco-med.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F08%2FEco-Med_Recall-Communication_08-04-21.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325425802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=e0v7kQxBR646vzonf9dCIV6n2R%2F74nnYcxDjOgalL60%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feco-med.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F08%2FEco-Med_Recall-Communication_08-04-21.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.DAngeli%40DOH.WA.GOV%7C3b9d9626e7174cb3328408d958286a7a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637637753325425802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=e0v7kQxBR646vzonf9dCIV6n2R%2F74nnYcxDjOgalL60%3D&reserved=0
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THANK YOU FOR REPORTING 

 

Communicable Disease Updates are posted online at: http://bit.ly/CDUpdatePHSS  
 

TO REPORT A NOTIFIABLE CONDITION IN THURSTON COUNTY 
 
Voice mail for reporting non-immediately reportable 
conditions (24 hours a day) 

 
Phone: 360-786-5470            
Fax: 360-867-2601 
Fax: 833-499-1803 

 
Day time immediately reportable conditions – Call 
detailed information to the 24-hour Notifiable Condition 
Reporting Line at 360-786-5470.  Messages are picked 
up hourly.  If a call back can’t wait call 360-867-2500 
and ask staff to locate a Communicable Disease staff. 

 
 
Phone: 360-786-5470            
 

 
After hours immediately and 24-hour reportable 
conditions or a public health emergency 

 
Call 1-800-986-9050   

 
No one is available with Thurston County Public Health 
and condition is immediately notifiable  

 
1-877-539-4344 

http://bit.ly/CDUpdatePHSS
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