Further Comments on Docket Item 11
Howard Glastetter
11110 Kuhlman Road SE
Olympia, WA 98513
Howard.glastetter@comcast.net
Cell: (360)556-1574
July 30, 2020
I would like the following to be included in the record of the Planning Commission meeting on August 5,
2020. I am giving these comments in reaction to the memorandum created for the August 5, 2020
meeting.
I have several comments on record over the years on Goal E.5 of the Thurston County 1992 Nisqually
Valley Sub-Area Plan. This is clarifying information I hope will add to what I have already said and help
to resolve this issue.
It should be remembered that Holroyd Gravel Mine has (an active?) decade old request with the County
to mine the pit that contains Lakeside’s plant to eighty 80 feet below the water table. I believe this
should be considered ecologically unacceptable. There should be an agreement that this will not
happen if RAP is allowed in the pit.
Please note page 13 of 15 of the August 5, 2020 memorandum. Goal E.5 also states: “The reprocessing
of imported mineral materials shall not be the primary accessory use”. RAP is an “imported mineral”.
Interestingly so is gravel. The point is the word “primary” means more that 50%. Therefore, this
appears to mean that more than 50% of mineral product must come from inside the pit. This is
reasonable because the primary use purpose of the pit is mining. Any “accessory” industrial use is
secondary and “… shall be discontinued once reclamation of the pit is completed in accordance with
WDNR standards” also according to E.5.
Finally, I would like to make a comment on Option 3, also on page 13. It mentions that tarping may be
used as a way of keeping RAP piles dry. This would work if there is air space between the tarp and the
top of the pile. Otherwise, the tarp will cause any existing water to be held inside the pile and would
require more heat (air pollution) to process it. Lakeside’s plant in Aberdeen currently uses this tarp /
airspace technique. It cuts processing costs while reducing air pollution.
Sincerely,
Howard Glastetter

July 30, 2020
SENT VIA EMAIL ONLY
Thurston County Planning Commission
Maya Teeple, Senior Planner
maya.teeple@co.thurston.wa.us
Dear Planning Commissioners,
I am writing you in support of Lakeside Industries and their request to make recycled asphalt. Lakeside is a
trusted employer in the labor and construction industry. I grew up in Thurston County, my family still does
business there, and we remain active in the community.
We believe it is time for Thurston County to join in supporting this sustainable environmental practice that is
needed to support our economic recovery. I urge you to recommend Lakeside’s application. As a commercial
builder and developer, using recycled asphalt is a common practice and on most Federal and State contracts it
is a requirement. Recycled asphalt reduces air emissions and lessons the environmental impacts of asphalt
production that is needed for construction and our roads.

Sincerely,
Loren M. Cohen
Managing Director

Maya Teeple
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thurston County | Send Email <spout@co.thurston.wa.us>
Thursday, July 30, 2020 6:06 PM
Maya Teeple
Nisqually Valley

This email was created by the County Internet web server from the email masking system. Someone from the
Public has requested to contact you with the following information:
To: Maya Teeple
Subject:
From: Kent and Maureen Canny
Email (if provided): mocanny@comcast.net
Phone: (if provided): 360-438-7424
Message:
Dear Ms. Teeple,
Below is a letter sent to the BoCC.
Thank you.
Dear Commissioners Menser, Hutchings and Edwards,
We are submitting these as public comments as you decide on the matter of recycled asphalt processing
(RAP) in the Nisqually Valley.
We strongly urge you to NOT allow RAP in the Nisqually Valley. Without enumerating the huge number
of concerns that you must have certainly heard by now, RAP would be an environmental disaster for the
water-sensitive, shallow-aquifer areas of the Valley. Besides fouling the productive farmland, please
consider the health of citizens, from RAP chemicals leeching into water sources and the obvious
problems with flooding of the Nisqually River.
Please retain the protective plan over this sensitive area. The health and safety of people and our
environment must come before profits.
Thank you,
Kent and Maureen Canny
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Maya Teeple
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

PlanningCommission
Friday, July 31, 2020 9:13 AM
Maya Teeple
Polly Stoker
FW: Asphalt Recycling

Please see below for a written comment
From: Thurston County | Send Email <spout@co.thurston.wa.us>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 5:40 PM
To: PlanningCommission <PlanningCommission@co.thurston.wa.us>
Subject: Asphalt Recycling

This email was created by the County Internet web server from the email masking system. Someone from the
Public has requested to contact you with the following information:
To: Planning Commission
Subject:
From: Jana Wiley
Email (if provided): Janalynwiley@aol.com
Phone: (if provided):
Message:
How many times to the citizens of Thurston County need to say NO to Lakeside regarding dirty asphalt
recycling in a estuarine/delta environment? NO should mean NO. I would like to see compelling data
that there would be NO harm to the people that live around there or the land, air and water.
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July 27, 2020

Dear Thurston County Planning Commission,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Lakeside Industries application to recycle asphalt at their
facility on Durgin Road. While this process has taken over a decade to come to a conclusion, I am
encouraged that the process is moving forward.
The Chamber believes that quality raw material for infrastructure and building construction is critical to
the greater Thurston County community and aligns with values of recycling, reuse, and using resources
in the most responsible manner. Most public bids require the use of recycled asphalt and the ability to
have a source close to work sites means less expanse for both private and public entities. It also means
utilizing less raw materials and hauling asphalt less road miles and thus a reduction in carbon footprint,
a practice should be supported.
Recycled asphalt is being used across the nation safely as a best environmental practice. It is both
illogical and concerning that after a decade Thurston County still has prohibition against the use of
recycled asphalt at Lakeside’s Durgin Road facility. This policy actually contributes to environmental
degradation and creates economic disadvantages to Lakeside needlessly. The time has truly come to
correct the policy and allow Lakeside to recycle asphalt.
The Chamber urges you to recommend Lakeside’s application.
Sincerely,

David Schaffert
President/CEO

Northwest Marine Technology, Inc.

July 27, 2020

Dear Planning Commission,
I am writing to you today on behalf of Lakeside Industries and their decade long effort to
bring Thurston County up to date on best environmental practices by allowing recycled
asphalt. As the CEO of Northwest Marine Technology and a Thurston County resident, I
would urge you to follow the science and amend the Nisqually subarea plan to allow for
recycled asphalt at Lakeside’s Durgin Road facility.
My company, Northwest Marine Technology, has been a leader in protecting endangered
fish species throughout the world for decades. I have always encouraged leaders in our
state to follow the science to determine the best environmental practices in the protection
of salmon. Recycling asphalt uses less energy, reduces air emissions, decreases the need for
other natural resources, and is a practice that the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Washington Department of Ecology endorses. Put simply, it is an environmental practice
that should be applauded not punished.
I would urge you to allow Lakeside to recycle asphalt and end decades of bad environmental
policy. It is time for Thurston County to join the rest of the State of Washington and the
nation and embrace this sustainable environmental practice that is needed to support our
fish and economic recovery.
Thank you,

Dave Knutzen
CEO,
Northwest Marine Technology

July 27, 2020
Dear Planning Commission Members,
I write to you today concerning Lakeside Industries applications to recycle asphalt at its Durgin Road Facility.
Put simply, after more than 10 years of inaction Lakeside should be afforded the opportunity to recycle
asphalt.
Thurston County’s inaction flies in the face of the science that clearly demonstrates the benefits of the use of
recycled asphalt which includes the reduction of greenhouse emissions, reduces the need to mine for new
aggregate, and reduces the need to landfill this material. Furthermore, as a former Democratic Congressman
who has fought for over 40 years to protect our environment including the protection of the Nisqually Delta,
the Nisqually Wildlife Refuge and the Fish and Wildlife in the Nisqually Basin, I would urge you to listen to
the science and take action to encourage recycled asphalt. The County can require monitoring of any impacts
of recycled asphalt as all other counties do across the State. We invest hundreds of millions of dollars in an
attempt to address the decline of Puget Sound, I find it reprehensible that Thurston County is stuck in the past
defending a non-environmentally friendly construction practice.
I respect the difficulty of elected and appointed officials in making land-use decisions. However, I have found
that there is never a good excuse to not follow what the science tells us about the risks and the benefits of
decisions that affect our land, water, and air. I would urge you to listen to FDOT, WSDOT, DOE, EPA, the
Labor Community, and the Business Community and move forward immediately to recommend Lakeside’s
proposal to recycle asphalt.
Respectfully,

Norm Dicks
Former Member of Congress

July 27, 2020
Dear Planning Commission Members,
I had the opportunity in 2014 to appear before the Thurston County Board of Commissioners to urge
them to put the Lakeside Industries petition to produce recycled asphalt at their Durgin Road facility on
the tier one planning docket. For well over a decade, Thurston County has been dragging its feet to
embrace a viable environmental practice that has proven benefits to our air quality.
As an Olympia resident and former Assistant Regional Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, I would strongly recommend you take the necessary step to approve Lakeside’s application to
recycle asphalt. After over ten years, it is time we objectively evaluate Lakeside’s application and the
benefits of recycled asphalt. Recycled asphalt uses less energy, reduces air emissions, decreases the
need for other natural resources and is a practice that the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Washington Department of Ecology endorses. As a scientist, I was astounded and very disappointed that
Thurston County would not join the 21st century’s best environmental practices and allow Lakeside to
recycle asphalt. There is simply no excuse to allow environmental degradation when economically viable
best practices like recycling are available.
Thurston County has the opportunity to correct the failure of the previous Commission and restore
sound science decision making by approving Lakeside’s application. You should require Lakeside to cover
the asphalt piles to reduce risk of runoff and have them conduct ongoing monitoring to measure any
impacts, if any, to water quality. Thank you for your consideration.

Thank you,

Curt Smitch, PhD

specifically requires that the state's preference for recycled content must be a factor in state
capital improvement projects.2
Asphalt recycling is an important aspect of an industry essential to economic growth.
Economic growth, including growth in housing, retail, and commercial sectors, cannot occur
without adequate roads and infrastructure. Roads and infrastructure cannot be built without
aggregate and asphalt. Asphalt recycling is a key aspect of everyday operations in road
construction because it ensures an adequate supply of natural resources to support growth and
development for years to come.
Asphalt recycling is especially critical during economic downturns. The use of recycled
asphalt would encourage greater market competition for road construction in Thurston County
because it is more cost-effective to recycle asphalt. Particularly in this challenging time of
pandemic and reduced local tax income, increased market competition could result in cost
savings for the County and its taxpayers.

We appreciate the County's time and efforts in moving this amendment forward, and we ask
that you approve of this amendment.

e�

Sincerely,

Jeff Herriford
Division Manager

Tony Hammett
Regional Manager

Signing in support and agreement of the comments presented in this letter:
Signature

Name

Address

2 RCW 39.04.133 (1) (''The state's preferences for the purchase and use of recycled content products shall be
included as a factor in the design and development of state capital improvement projects.")

speoifically requires that the state's preference for recycled content must be a factor in state
capital improvement projecls.2
Asphalt recycling Is an Important aspect of an Industry essential to economic growth.
Economic growth, including growth in housing, retail, and commerclal sectors, cannot occur
without adequate roads and infrastructure. Roads and Infrastructure cannot be built without
aggregate and asphalt. Asphalt recycling is a key aspect of everyday operations in road
construction because it ensures an adequate supply of natural resources to support growth and
development for years to come.
Asphalt recyclfng is especially critical during economic downturns. The use of recycled
asphalt would encourage greater market competition for road construction In Thurston County
because It is more cost-effective to recycle asphalt. Particularly in this challenging time of
pandemic and reduced local tax income, increased market competition could result in cost
savings for the County and Its taxpayers.
We appreciate the County's time and efforts in moving this amendment forward, and we ask
that you approve of this amendment.

Sincerely,

4 ��
Tony Hammett
Regional Manager

2 RCW
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Division Manager

39.04.133 (1} ("The state's preferences for the purchase and use of recycled content products shall be
included as a factor in the design and development of state capital Improvement projects.#)
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Address
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