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Introduction: Nisqually Subarea Plan 

Update



AGENDA

• Growth Management Act & subarea planning

• History of Nisqually Subarea Plan

• Work to date

• Next Steps

• Questions
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HISTORY OF NISQUALLY SUBAREA PLAN

• What does GMA say about subarea 

planning?

• What is the purpose of a subarea plan?

• Three subarea plans in the county:

o Grand Mound

o Rochester

o Nisqually
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HISTORY OF NISQUALLY SUBAREA PLAN

• Responsive to community feedback; protect rural 

& natural environment

• Nisqually Planning Committee convened in 1989, 

adopted in 1992

• Created new subarea boundaries

• Established regulatory and programmatic 

approaches
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51983 Zoning: Pre-Nisqually Subarea Plan
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6Current Zoning, Est. Nisqually Subarea Plan
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Nisqually Subarea 

1990

Nisqually Subarea 

2023



WORK TO DATE

• Staff Review

• Communications Plan

• Community Survey

• January Open House

o 54+ Attendees
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NEXT STEPS: CURRENT PROCESS
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Outreach

January - March 2024

• Open House

• Focus Groups: organized 

in February, held in March

• March NRC Meeting

• Community Survey 

available

Plan Update

March - April 2024

• Staff will review and 

report outreach results

• Initial changes will be 

made to subarea plan 

Planning Commission

May - July 2024

• Planning Commission will 
review draft plan

• Public comment 
opportunities at work 
sessions

• Public comment 
opportunity at Planning 
Commission Public 
Hearing

BoCC

August - Nov 2024/25

• BoCC will review plan 
and Planning Commission 
recommendation

• Public comment 
opportunity at BoCC
Workshops

• Public comment 
opportunity at BoCC
Public Hearing



QUESTIONS?

Project Contact:

Bryan Benjamin,  Associate Planner

bryan.benjamin@co.thurston.wa.us

(360) 463-6209
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