
#33 – Maintenance Standards for Downspout, Sheet Flow, and Concentrated Dispersion 
Systems (BMP LID.05: Downspout Dispersion System, BMP LID.06: Sheet Flow 
Dispersion, BMP LID.07: Concentrated Flow Dispersion): 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

√ 

Drainage 
System 
Feature 

Defect or 
Problem 

Condition When 
Maintenance is Needed 

 

Results Expected When 
Maintenance is Performed 

 
 Splash block Water Directed 

Toward Building 
Water is being directed towards 
building structure. 

Water directed away from building 
structure. 

 Splash block Water Causing 
Erosion 

Water disrupts soil media. Blocks are reconfigured/ repaired 
and media is restored. 

 Transition 
zone 

Erosion Adjacent soil erosion; uneven 
surface creating concentrated 
flow discharge; or less than 2 
foot of width. 

No eroded or scoured areas. 
Cause of erosion or scour is 
addressed. 

 Dispersion 
trench 

Concentrated 
Flow 

Visual evidence of water 
discharging at concentrated 
points along trench (normal 
condition is a “sheet flow” from 
edge of trench; intent is to 
prevent erosion damage). 

No debris on trench surface. 
Notched grade board or other 
distributor type is aligned to 
prevent erosion. 
Trench is rebuilt to standards, if 
necessary. 

 Surface of 
trench 

Accumulated 
Debris 

Accumulated trash, debris, or 
sediment on drain rock surface 
impedes sheet flow from 
facility. 

Trash or debris is 
removed/disposed in accordance 
with local solid waste 
requirements. 

 Surface of 
trench 

Vegetation 
Impeding Flow 

Vegetation/moss present on 
drain rock surface impedes 
sheet flow from facility. 

Freely draining drain rock surface. 

 Pipe(s) to 
trench 

Accumulated 
Debris in Drains 

Accumulation of trash, debris, 
or sediment in roof drains, 
gutters, driveway drains, area 
drains, etc. 

No trash or debris in roof drains, 
gutters, driveway drains, or area 
drains. 

 Pipe(s) to 
trench 

Accumulated 
Debris in Inlet 
Pipe 

Pipe from sump to trench or 
drywell has accumulated 
sediment or is plugged. 

No sediment or debris in 
inlet/outlet pipe screen or 
inlet/outlet pipe. 

 Pipe(s) to 
trench 

Damaged Pipes Cracked, collapsed, broken, or 
misaligned drain pipes. 

No cracks more than 0.25-inch 
wide at the joint of the inlet/outlet 
pipe. 

 Sump Accumulated 
Sediment 

Sediment in the sump. Sump contains no sediment. 

 Access lid Hard to Open Cannot be easily opened. Access lid is repaired or replaced. 

 Access lid Buried Buried. Access lid functions as designed 
(refer to record drawings for 
design intent). 

 Access lid Missing Cover Cover missing. Cover is replaced. 
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Drainage 
System 
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Maintenance is Performed 

 
 Rock pad Inadequate Rock 

Cover 
Only one layer of rock exists 
above native soil in area 6 
square feet or larger, or any 
exposure of native soil. 

Rock pad is repaired/replaced to 
meet design standards. 

 Rock pad Erosion Soil erosion in or adjacent to 
rock pad. 

Rock pad is repaired/replaced to 
meet design standards. 

 Dispersal 
Area 

Erosion Erosion (gullies/ rills) greater 
than 2 inches deep in dispersal 
area. 

No eroded or scoured areas. 
Cause of erosion or scour is 
addressed. 

 Dispersal 
Area 

Accumulated 
Sediment 

Accumulated sediment or 
debris to extent that blocks or 
channelizes flow path. 

No excess sediment or debris in 
dispersal area. Sediment source is 
addressed (if feasible). 

 Ponded 
water 

Ponded Water Standing surface water in 
dispersion area remains for 
more than 3 days after the end 
of a storm event. 

System freely drains and there is 
no standing water in dispersion 
area between storms. The cause 
of the standing water (e.g., grade 
depressions, compacted soil) is 
addressed. 

 Vegetation Plant Survival Dispersal area vegetation in 
establishment period (1-2 
years, or additional 3rd year) 
during extreme dry weather). 

Vegetation is healthy and watered 
weekly during periods of no rain to 
ensure plant establishment. 

 Vegetation Lack of 
Vegetation 
Allowing Erosion 

Poor vegetation cover such that 
erosion is occurring. 

Vegetation is healthy and watered. 
No eroded or scoured areas are 
present. Cause of erosion or scour 
is addressed. Plant species are 
appropriate for the soil and 
moisture conditions. 

 Vegetation Vegetation 
Blocking Flow 

Vegetation inhibits dispersed 
flow along flow path. 

Vegetation is trimmed, weeded, or 
replanted to restore dispersed flow 
path. 

 Vegetation Presence of 
Noxious Weeds 

Any noxious or nuisance 
vegetation which may 
constitute a hazard to county 
personnel or the public. 

Noxious and nuisance vegetation 
removed according to applicable 
regulations. No danger of noxious 
vegetation where county personnel 
or the public might normally be. 

 Pest Control Mosquito 
Infestation 

Standing water remains for 
more than three days following 
storms. 

All inlets, overflows and other 
openings are protected with 
mosquito screens. No mosquito 
infestation present. 

 Rodents Presence of 
Rodents 

Rodent holes or mounds 
disturb dispersion flow paths. 

Rodents removed or destroyed, 
holes are filled, and flow path is 
revegetated. 
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