
#19 – Maintenance Standards for Grounds (Landscaping): 
 

√ 

Drainage 
System 
Feature 

Defect or 
Problem 

Condition When 
Maintenance is Needed 

 

Results Expected When 
Maintenance is Performed 

 
 General Weeds 

(nonpoisonous) 
Weeds growing in more than 20 
percent of the landscaped area 
(trees and shrubs only). See 
also Thurston County Noxious 
Weeds List. 

Weeds present in less than 
five percent of the 
landscaped area. 

 General Insect 
Hazard/Vegetation 
(poisonous) 

Any presence of poison ivy or 
other poisonous vegetation 
or insect nests. 

No poisonous vegetation or 
insect nests present in 
landscaped area. 

 General Trash or Litter See Detention Ponds 
(Checklist #1). 

See Detention Ponds (Checklist 
#1). 

 General Erosion of 
Ground Surface 

Noticeable rills are seen in 
landscaped areas. 

Causes of erosion are 
identified and steps taken to 
slow down/spread out the 
water. Eroded areas are filled, 
contoured, and seeded. 

 Trees and 
shrubs 

Damage Limbs or parts of trees or 
shrubs that are split or 
broken which affect more 
than 25 percent of the total 
foliage of the tree or shrub. 

Trim trees/shrubs to restore 
shape. Replace trees/shrubs 
with severe damage. 

 Trees and 
shrubs 

Damage Trees or shrubs that have 
been blown down or knocked 
over. 

Tree replanted, inspected for 
injury to stem or roots. 
Replace if severely damaged. 

 Trees and 
shrubs 

Damage Trees or shrubs which are not 
adequately supported or are 
leaning over, causing 
exposure of the roots. 

Stakes and rubber-coated ties 
placed around young 
trees/shrubs for support. 

 

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/noxious-weeds/noxious-weeds-list-0
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/noxious-weeds/noxious-weeds-list-0
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